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LIFE OF SWIFT. 


Jonathan Swift was born on the 30th of November, 1667, 
at a house in Hoey’s Court, close to the Castle, in Dublin. His 
mother was then a widow, her husband having died, leaving her 
in very poor estate, in the spring of that year. His father, also 
named Jonathan, was the seventh or eighth son of the Rev. 
Thomas Swift, Vicar of Goodrich, near Ross. The Dean of 
St, Patrick’s was ever more proud of this grandfather than 
of any other of his name. The Vicar was descended from a 
Yorkshire family of the name of Swifte, one of which stock Is 
commemorated in a sixteenth-century brass still existing in the 
church of Rotherham. A branch of this Yorkshire family had 
migrated to Kent, and from this branch was descended the 
Vicar of Goodrich. Born in 1595, he had married Elizabeth 
Dryden, of Northamptonshire, niece to John Dryden’s grand- 
father, and by her had a large family. He was not only 
Vicar, but a considerable landowner near Goodrich ; and the 
house which he built to contain his large family - and which 
fully merits the Dean’s description of it as denoting * the 
builder to have been somewhat whimsical and singular '—is still 
standing. As the date over the door attests, it was built in 
1636, and very soon after that date the Vicar was involved in 
troubles that effectually broke his fortunes. The Dean’s father 
was born in 1640, and when he was still an infant the troubles 
of the Civil War began. The Vicar was not of a sort to hold 
aloof from the struggle. He became an ardent and pronounced 
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years, of dwelling on this early visit to England, as he thought 
it took away something of what he held to be the stigma of his 
Irish birth. When he came back to Dublin, it was only to spend 
a short time with his mother : two years later he was sent by his 
uncle to Kilkenny School, and there, with William Congreve for 
his school-fellow, he remained until, at fourteen, lie was entered 
as a pensioner at Trinity College, Dublin. Justly or unjustly, 
Swift retained a bitter recollection of his boyhood and of the 
niggardly charity doled out by his uncle Godwin. It would not 
be fair to accept Swift’s reminiscences, darkened by his natural 
misanthropy, as a certain gauge of his uncle’s conduct. Swift 
treated his own past with little complacency of memory, and the 
severe judgment which he passed on himself perhaps tinctured 
his judgment of others. Naturally Swift rebelled against the 
somewhat slavish routine which then governed the College 
studies. But the extent of his rebellion against rule is matter 
of doubt : wearied, perhaps, with the common talk of early 
genius emancipating itself by the force of its own superiority 
from rule, he was wont to set down his College career in 
plain terms as that of a dunce. The stories of his rebellion 
against rule are probably as exaggerated as those of his dulness. 
A copy of the College roll for Easter 1685, recording the doings 
of the undergraduates, has been preserved. Swift did 4 badly’ 
in Physics: ‘creditably’ in Greek and Latin: ‘carelessly’ in his 
Theme, Strictly, such a result might have delayed his degree 
for a year ; but ‘ by a special grace,’- which appears, indeed, 
to have been of ordinary occurrence— this strict rule was not 
enforced, and Swift proceeded to his degree in 1685. His 
College career was not recalled by him with more pleasure 
than his school days. The ordinary curriculum probably failed 
to attract him, and the pursuit of subjects for which he 
had no liking may possibly have left an after-impression of 
natural dulness : but the full gloom of his reminiscences must 
be ascribed to a sense of his dependence upon the charity 
of an uncle, who may have administered his assistance without 
that delicacy which was necessary in one who patronized a spirit 
such as Swift’s, 

When he had taken his degree, Swift, still unsettled as to his 
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future course in life, pursued his reading, until the source eve 
of such charity as he had enjoyed, became dry. Godwin Swiff 
had apparent^ allowed his ambition to carry him too far'; b 
indulged m speculation; his fortune dwindled, and with it w, 
faculties ; he sank into insanity, and died in 16S8. Some heln 
s HI continued to reach Swift from his cousin Willoughby the 
son of Godwin, who had sought fortune abroad : but depcndeim 
had taught him thrift, and from this time Swift determined to 
depend upon no one, and to use those faculties, whose extent 
nature and proper application were problems yet unsolved t 

gain for himself some means of livelihood. ’ ° 

i The , tro “ blesome even ts that followed the Revolution 
reland made it needful for Swift to seek his fortune bevonri 
her shores and his own inclination doubtless prompted him in 
the same direct, on. His mother was now settled in I J- , 

s d ° lons r cd ’ and *5 
r ,e, b , r „ :ixzz 

passions, and stirred by a genius over which ht h!,? 

ca ™ e at the age of one and twenty Jif 

fss ;• r* of h Lz 

—d to tell m ZZlySZ'Zr, T° k r . mr 

that would do mischief if i did not dive it t njlllerf sp ' ri h 
curious to see the half sarcasm in e employment.' It i s 

Period, to ‘persons of great honotw' ' f but" J 2 hhU 

sss? f pr r oni> - 

his mother; "“W * 

sought elsewhere. Sir William Temnln’ ’ t ne ibootl lnus£ he 
of Mistress Abigail Swift : To ZT * “ kins * on ™ 
employment was made mid rm u **f eforc ’ a PPhcation for 
^ close of i 6 8 9 Swtf ■' SU ? CSS > and *** 

« Sheen. The ° house 

pendant has afforded subject for Jf ‘ tlie " las tcr and dc- 

a. S™£zz p T‘° , ' mf ' a ™ 

tempering his statesmans^, hvTT fl he war y Politician, 

Y ’ spendm * his honourable retire 
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,f ment in the elegant pursuits of literature and landscape garden- 
ing, and employing his high social position, and the confidence 
and friendship of the great, to enhance the grace of his literary 
patronage ; a god to his own circle, and respected beyond it, was 
scarcely the sort of man who could have made a master after 
Swift’s own heart. But any irksomeness in the relation seems 
only to have broken out occasionally, and (in spite of the half- 
jocular reminiscence, ‘Faith, he spoilt a fine gentleman !’) Swift 
looked back on his residence at Moor Park (the house near 
Farnham in Surrey which Sir William Temple had recently 
acquired, and where he soon took up his abode) as fairly 
pleasant. At first, Swift’s position was humble enough : he 
acted as amanuensis, and kept the household accounts. 

But there was one in that circle whose name was to be linked 
with that of Swift in one of the saddest talcs by which the 
annals of literary history have stirred and attracted human sym- 
pathy. In a small house in the grounds of Moor Park, there 
lived a Mistress Johnson, widow of a confidential servant of 
Sir William Temple’s. She had two young daughters : and of 
these the elder was Esther Johnson, then eight years of age, 
who in her name of Stella represents to posterity the most ro- 
mantic and yet the most tragic thread that runs through the life 
of Swift. Even in this earlier residence at Moor Park, which 
lasted only a year, and when Swift, * a raw and inexperienced 
youth,’ perhaps imagined slights and injuries which were not 
intended, the child seems to have attracted his attention. But 
either Temple was too pompous and self-satisfied to be endured, 
or Swift’s temper was too moody to be tolerated, and this early 
residence soon came to an end. Swift returned for a time to 
Ireland ; found no opening there ; came back to Leicester, and 
remained for a time in his mother’s house, and at last, after 
an absence of a year and a half, again took up his residence 
with Sir William Temple in the autumn of 1691. This time 
Swift’s position was much improved. Both patron and de- 
pendant had doubtless come to know one another better, and 
to respect one another more By Temple’s help he became 
a graduate of Oxford: and, in his own words, ‘growing into 
some confidence, he was often trusted with affairs of great 
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.mportance It was now that he saw more of the society wWt 
Moor Park could show, and his opportunities even S 
him into contact with William III. The kins- he tells 1 

2* him > “ h ° Ur ° f -V intercourse^ 1 how ^to cut 
asparagus after the Dutch fashion- and he was privileged 0 
one occasion to expound to William’s mind, unaccustomed tl 

withd nCaa v ° f the Engllsl1 constitution, the expediency of 
withdrawing his veto from the Triennial Bill. It was this inter 

^ <that ^ “ Swift tdIS US ’ - 
But th i 1S t ’ me m his life > Swift was also cultivating the 

e ^d int’" V Va • that has a CUri0US interest for «• ‘ He 

mannefof v “ agai ”>’ he informs a ««d, ‘upon a 

“T perhaps in’ England! 

leisure L it BuLhe "t ******* and he had abundant 

•f tut.. That .pfndaric ,« 'X 5 ?"“' fak 

Xt, * CrX? Co *f ~ 

model : and in Dr. Johnson’s wo^LL^ 01 ^ &$ 4 

caught the pleasing fancy, and they who cLd do noth 
could write like Pindar ’ Swift fnii j 1 “ not hmg else, 
and, with the encouragement of hS ? d *5® prevaili “? fashion, 
Archbishop Sancroft’s°non mri™ Wr ° te Pindarics on 

Temple, and toL^ 

of projectors in the sphere of snr'T ^ & pedant ‘ c gathering 

“ *. » mJXIXXT ’ 11 ' 1 

half-mad publisher • • , 01 one & unton. a 

think or perform something ouTo/the bear 88 L !* WaS ‘ t0 
many escapades in literature and n iv r Cn roa< ^ anci w k°se 

pX”“ X, “ » f 

this passing episode in Swiff’c t? ^ ' ^ Ut curious as was 
PO»s . . th ~ tind-ric 

the growth of his genius ThJZ^ TV™ Who would ta « 

“* ■ bh °™“ ,h ' ■'»»'» x a x 
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1 for 4 the wily shafts of state, the juggler’s tricks ’—are all there 
as in his later writings. But they are mixed up with a constant 
obscurity of expression as well as of thought, with a painful 
effort after metaphysical involvement, with a recurrence of 
pedantic conceits by way of metaphor, which are all strangely 
in contrast with Swift’s later manner. 

Such were the early poetic attempts which Swift, eventually 
the most masculine and luminous of English authors, now sub- 
mitted, according to the common story, to the criticism of his 
kinsman Dryden, then in the plenitude of his literary dictator- 
ship. The prophetic rebuff by which they were received, 
4 Cousin Swift, you will never be a poet,’ was never forgotten nor 
forgiven by Swift. 

With these early efforts we may join such occasional poems 
as he addressed to the king, to Congreve, and to Sir William 
Temple on his recovery from illness. Not one of them is 
without a biographical interest, or without some revelation of 
the development of Swift’s literary genius, and no collection 
professing to be representative of Swift’s works can omit all 
specimens of these. They illustrate, above all, the deep melan- 
choly which never left him even in the most busy scenes of his 
life, and which had its root and groundwork in mood and 
character, and derived strength and confirmation in a congenital 
malady from which he suffered. This was caused by a struc- 
tural malformation near the brain, that dulled his hearing, 
produced fits of giddiness and uncontrollable depression, and 
eventually overcame his reason. But as yet its attacks were 
only intermittent: and soon his genius was led into more 
practical and congenial lines, by the necessity of bestirring 
himself to make his way in larger scenes than those of Moor 
Park. 

But Moor Park had already done much for him. It had 
removed him from Ireland which he cordially hated, and from 
that dependence on the bounty of others whicji had tried his 
spirit. It had given him leisure and opportunity for study on 
the lines which his own taste dictated. But more than all, it had 
brought him into close contact with men who had played, or 
were still playing, great parts in history, and had thus at once 
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stimulated his interest in affairs, and occasionally fed his sajj 
castic humour. The contrast between the greatness of % 
interests involved, and the smallness of many of those to whom 
the nation’s welfare was entrusted, was first impressed upon him 
now, and never afterwards left him. To this early acquaintance 
with the practical working of State affairs Macaulay has rightly 
ascribed much of the vivid interest which marks off Swift’s from 
all other political pamphlets. 

But his future career was still undecided. An offer from the 
king of a captaincy of dragoons, had suggested one choice which 
would certainly have led to strange results had Swift closed with 
it. Sir William Temple offered a small post connected with his 
own sinecure office of the Rolls at Dublin. That offer was 
declined, as probably it was expected to be : but the fact of its 
having been made cleared away a scruple which Swift had 
conceived against entering the Church merely as a source of 
livelihood which could be earned in no other career. He had 
early turned his thoughts in this direction, and the obtaining of 
a degree at Oxford probably confirmed the wistf. The king had 
given him some hopes of Church preferment, as he did not 
incline to a military life ; and the non-fulfilment of these hopes 
caused him acute disappointment some years later. It was in 
1694 that his choice was made : and after another visit to his 
mother at Leicester, he crossed to Dublin, in some anger at 
what he conceived to be Temple’s backwardness in rewarding 
his services. Before ordination, he found himself obliged, how- 
ever, to apply to Temple for a certificate of good conduct during 
the years which had passed since he took his degree. The humble 
letter in which this certificate was asked for was one which it must 
have cost Swift a bitter pang to write ; but the request was 
promptly granted, and on 25th October, 1694, Swift was ordained 
a deacon by the Bishop of Kildare, and proceeded to priest’s 
orders on the 13th of January, 169J. In the same month he was 
presented by Lord Capel to the prebend of Kilroot near Belfast. 
The Irish Church, when he entered her ranks, was in a condition 
far from flourishing : the Church of a minority, if she was able 
to triumph in the abasement of her Roman Catholic rival, she 
was yet taught to feel that by English politicians she was 
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expected to play the part of a submissive instrument of party 
supremacy, which paid as little regard to her own rights as it 
did to the feelings and interests of the Irish race* 

His own living was a poor one, and the fact that it was 
placed in a district where Presbyterianism was in the ascendant, 
did not improve it in the eyes of Swift. The scene was a poor 
contrast to what he had been used to at Moor Park, and it did 
not detain him long. In May, 1696, he entrusted the duties to 
a substitute, and returned once more to his old home with 
Temple. 

Swift had now acquired a profession and an independence, 
poor as it was. The months of retirement at Kilroot had 
enabled him to take a measure of his own powers. On this 
third visit to Moor Park, he came no longer as the humble 
servitor, but as a friend, associated with his patron in literary 
pursuits and controversies, and prepared to engage the attention 
of the world by achievements more unique and remarkable than 
the Pindaric verses in which he had poured out the gloom of an 
unsettled and restless spirit. 

By this time Swift had written the Tah of a Tub ; but this 
was not to be his first contribution to the prose literature of the 
day. He began to mix more directly in politics ; and the first 
statesman to whom he attached himself was the veteran plotter 
Sunderland, then tottering to his fall. But Swift had other 
designs on foot : and to pursue these, he resigned altogether the 
living at Kilroot, which he had held for little more than a year. 
Before long he was to be attracted into the arena of political 
controversy. But now chance threw in his way an opportunity 
for intervening in a literary affray which exactly suited his 
taste. The famous struggle between the Ancients and Moderns 
will be dealt with more fully in another part of this volume. 
At present it is enough to say that Sir William Temple had 
found himself, by an unlucky allusion in one of his elegant but 
inexact essays, involved in the thickest of the fray, as a sup- 
porter of the claims of the Ancients. The combatants on the 
other side were numerous, and at their head stood one so well 
equipped for the fight as Bentley. To meet such a doughty 
-hampion of the Moderns, with his own weapons, was given to 



JO 


LIFE , 


[_ A ct. 29-33, 


no one then living in England, But Swift could force the 
battle into other lines, He could discard details, and draw it 
into the wider arena of human interest, where his wide- reaching 
humour could have free play. It was this he did, when ha 
appeared as Temple’s champion in the Battle of the Booh- 
the one enduring and immortal fragment that survives to call 
attention to the once so hotly contested battle-field. At this 
period the tract— for it is little more— was written : but as yet 
it was only handed about amongst Temple’s literary friends, and 
did not come before the public until a later day. 

On the 27th of January, i6||, Sir William Temple died, and 
one period of Swift’s life closed. Temple's will appointed Swift 
to the rather irksome post of his literary executor, a post 
specially thankless when the remains have been rated by the 
testator at a higher value than that which the world is disposed 
to attach to them, This was notably the cast with Temple’s 
works. 


Swift had now to find other patrons, or to make his way 
alone. The expectations of preferment from the king were dis- 
appointed; and, in the want of anything better, Swift accepted 
the post of Secretary to Lord Berkeley, then proceeding to the 
government of Ireland. He had conceived that this appoint* 
ment would lead to more ; but disappointment followed dis- 
appointment, and Swift was at length compelled to accept the 
joint livings of Laracor, Agher, and Rathbcggan in Meath, 
which yielded him, in all, an income of some £zoo a year, 
He continued, however, to form one of Lord Berkeley’s house- 
hold, and by more than one jm d* esprit in his most playful 
manner, he proves that disappointment did not prevent this 
residence being a time of cheerfulness, # Parson Swift * was the 
chartered satirist of the company, and retained, in much later 
years, the intimacy with the family which was ihm established. 
Before he returned with Lord Berkeley to England, in 1701, 
Swift took the degree of Doctor of Divinity* 

♦ JuS b at ** moment > a violent struggle was in progress be- 
tween the Whtgs and the Tories. Jealousy of William's Dutch 
avouri es, of the King’s attachment to his native country, md 
t e prospect of England’s being involved in foreign war for the 
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. , th . t country, had inflamed the popular feeling to such 

sake of that com > opposition, an admirable 

'» 

oppoitum y Tories a decisive majority m 

B»t» *>““» “S tuck upon William's Partition 

f was inspired by no. » little Ja» ; 
S; The Situation was now at its worst, and none c<mkl 

S^ssrMrS 

nolitical Strife was as the anonymous author of a tract, 0 

by which the Athenians and the Romans made wreck of thu. 

Ub The Tory triumph was short-lived. The acknowledgment of 
J PrltendS i by Louis XIV roused all the Ant, -Catholic 
• our of the nation. William found himself once more haded 
ZsJL "l the People. He cold safely appeal to the 
... and a new election m November 1701, made 

temrey triomphaot .hose leaders Swift had SW * 'the 
ioftieL characters in Athenian and Roman history. H» author- 
to. doubtful, and then, it would appear, yerally 
recognised, secured for Swift friends of power m the domum 
faction, and he might reasonably have cherished P« 

r 1 w^S “mein Ireland in the autumn of f ot ; 

ZZHtSXi * * * “ - 

not less close than it was mysterious. 
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The church and vicarage of Laracor wWk 
Swift’s home, were situated about a mile’ and a h^ff^™' 
prosperous town of Trim, in West Meath tJia * f fr ? ra tlle 
the neighbourhood to attract Swift and his on ^ llttIe ® 
bered only about ha^a-scot^^^ * 

as he has himself described them The <r~L d SIm A’ 
bumbler classes were Roman £ ^ 

b>tter feelings against them as the Presbyterians abo r 
aggressive m the confidence of Whist JnJTl ? Kllroof . 
bim. A few friends, such as Dnl£vJ 2 ^ ^ ’ h !, d . lnspired '« 

with Esther Johnson and her companio^hfcdrcle of*’ 

ance. He busied himself with • “ s c,e of ac quam(- 

«.b "h “■ **' 1 » 

ations of Moor Park • but the P eC ed t0 hlm the associ- 
afford employment ? “* 

England on another visit in the spring of 1702 tf fijfj ?* “ 
the accession of Oueen Anne thl t • , ° 2 ’ t0 find that, with 

Interest ***?%£?£ p„„. 

make him sit lightly towards his i f, 7 mchnati °ns to 
Whigs. The Whigs C ;ffenneVi r ed allian ce with the 
cealed opposition to the Church d ^ ^ ? eir SCarceI >' COn ' 
him by their abundant concesTo JoT ’* ** ^ satisfcd 
felt it part of his duty as a derm these cla,ms > which Swift 
There was not, indeed as vet _^ y “ an at ] a11 tlm es to maintain, 
and the Whig partv who 7 !,’ J fo . nnal breach between him 

But Swift speaks bitterly of thT h ' m abundance of civility, 

ZT of f"V feeling: Z 

men, symptomatic of a decline in ns t C °“ monIy 1S with ot her 
It was durino- a vis t 7 n t ® P art y aI fegiance. 
the public a ™ lame '£££*> ® ^ 4 , that Swift gave to 

Books, which had already been handed °h V ***** of the 
friends, but another work destined ^ amon ^ st Temple’s 
literature and to have a greater infln a greater “•* ™ 

Tale of a Tub. It was the first fl ® nce u P on his own future-the 

fuU P k y. and in which the fnormof, “ Wh ' Ch Swift ’ s « enius had 
spicuous. This is not the Dlare f sw f e P °I his satire is con- 
book : but it i s enough for Ae W™ * I ? mUte descri P tion of the 
‘bat the allegory of the th* bS ? * P oint « 

brothers, who typify t h e three 
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modern forms of Christianity, forms a small part of the whole. 
The satire is really directed against the foibles of humanity as 
a whole— foibles which reappear in each new age and under 
various guises, and which make pride ridiculous even at the 
moment when it is most convinced of its own superiority to the 
weakness which it readily detects in others. It shows in per- 
fection Swift's marvellous power of sustained satire, overwhelm- 
ing in its contempt at once the more obvious follies and the 
wit that would fain despise these follies. Those who aspire 
to fame, and those who are its arbiters ; those who miss and 
those who attain it ; the dull and the stupid, as well as the Wit- 
woulcls who look clown upon them ; the sceptics and the fana- 
tics — all are alike brought to the bar of judgment, and dis- 
missed with a sentence whose severity is merged in its scathing 
contempt —even as in his own verses on the Day of Judgment, 
Swift pictures Jove as dismissing the crowd of sinners from the 
judgment-seat, with a sneer at the absurdity which could 
suppose that Jove would trouble himself to damn such a sorry 
crowd. 

The Talc of a Tub , which appeared in 1704, could scarcely 
fail to attract attention ; and Swift soon found that his audience 
was a large one. The wider range of the satire could scarcely, 
in any age, attract popular attention. But it is one of the 
peculiarities of Swift's satire that its more obvious points have 
made it popular even with those who could scarcely be expected 
to grasp its whole meaning. So it is that the Travels of Gulliver 
— the bitterest satire ever penned upon human nature — has 
become the companion of children in every succeeding age: and 
so, in 1704, those who were blind to the deeper allusions and the 
more savage cynicism of the Tale of a Tub, were attracted by 
the more salient and obvious parallels which he drew. The 
story of Peter, Martin and Jack, is droll enough in itself, but 
poor when it is compared with the digressions : yet it attracted 
a popular audience and became current in the mouths of men. 
Unfortunately for Swift, it was just the part of his work which 
was most calculated to give offence. Those who saw the most 
solemn truths of religion treated as a jest, were not likely to 
have their regard for Swift as a clergyman increased, and 
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Swift's worldly prospects suffered from the belief in his author- 
ship which soon became widely spread. It was a part of that 
trait in Swift’s character— his strange callousness to the feeling? 
of other men— that led him here to offend, almost unconsciously, 
the deepest religious feeling, just as it allowed him, in another 
sphere, to stain his works with a coarseness, which is all the 
more noisome because it is absolutely apathetic. 

The book appeared anonymously, and in some quarters the 
authorship was held as doubtful. But such doubts did not 
prevail very long, or very widely, and their renewal in later 
years, by Dr. Johnson in a casual conversation, serves rather 
as an instance of literary paradox than as an expression of 
deliberate judgment. It is clear that very soon after its publi- 
cation, Swift was credited with the book, and its authorship, 
according to a very probable story, injured his prospects of 
promotion in the Church. Swift was always indignant at the 
charge of irreverence brought against him. He was probably 
unconscious of the offence contained in that part of his book 
which had drawn the charge upon him : but, be that as it may, 
he no doubt hesitated to put forward too decisively his claims to 
the authorship of a work which had acquired such a reputation, 
Meanwhile, in the political world, changes were going on 
which were destined greatly to affect Swift’s relations to the 
Whig party. Toryism was losing its influence : the Govern- 
ment, under the influence of Godolphin and Marlborough, was 
gradually becoming more Whiggish in character. In England 
the Tories had failed to carry the Bill against Occasional Con- 
formity, which was intended to increase the influence of the 
Church; in Ireland, the Whig influence was dominant, and 
there also the Church was made to suffer. The Ministry were 
strengthened by the renown of Marlborough’s victories, and 
the new election of 1705 gave them a strong majority. But the 
struggle between the two parties turned now chiefly on those 
privileges of the Church of which Swift was a consistent de- 
fender. Previous ties, and the uncertainty of the future, might 
prevent him for the time from breaking his party connexion : 
but undoubtedly by this time the elements of a breach were 
present As yet, however, there was no such alienation as 
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mised the abolition of testn beraunr «J»r> »»***' r ' ‘ * 

Presbyterians* At the dmr of the > rA: - '*'*■' • 

England on a mission to m ntr p* *• * > ^ 

Church; but however uully hr ^ .1 t * *f f J 
the mission advanced link imriri Hw c; ' * '■ - 

government* His irmamti *mir <**<•'. by ht u - 
secure the appointment of fhr tinhorn *>! , * 

Swift, however magnanimous n% hit mutmltt <4 Met**? ** 
was almost morbidly bitter tin the subject «4 In® n«n * 
the way of ecclesiastical ftrefriitirtii 
Just as his personal gtoumU f*u **t\ *n* * ■* „* *■ ** 

Whig attitude of the Govctnment Weamc m*»»c 
The alarm of an invasion tm iurtulf ot ib«© p»ttc <*W« ®a* ** ’ 
them to cast off all dkginae, The Mmutry *** kf 

Tories; and in the shuffle «tf I <*t*I W 

principles were notoriously aikrfws i» ilw 1 hut*. H, **4 
character was that of a professed bbtffitw* ««s *pf«»A4«di t , 
succeed Pembroke as Governor of Ireland THst life* Trk 
to be abolished was sufficiently diftiasirfut n» s*«rt f 1 
this was to be accomplished by one tkw ole * *• ^ v fl 
dalouSf increased hit wrath, In HtrrmWf im i» 

Letter m the Smmmmfai T*$f„ wlncli #f4?^ I, $„ 

declaration of war sgainil the WhigK i'. >« the *.,« ,* u„,» 
tracts in which Swift's skill tn |k,I,ikaI «mimnq »*« u , 
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displayed. There are three other natts* belonging to the sanr 
period in his life, which all show the same attitude of angej 
towards that complacent and superficial latitudinariamsm which 
he now identified with the Whigs and with their ecclesiastical 
allies. These are the Argument against Abolishing tkn $ . 
tiam'ty, the Project for the Advancement of Rdigion, and the 
Sentiments of a Church of Engla nd Mam 
It was at this juncture in Swift’s life that the i fevernmeat, 
whose supremacy was already a good deal shaken by the 
tediousness of a war that seemed to he pursued much more for 
the interests of the Allies than for that of England* gave an 
advantage to their opponents by a signal act of felly. Dr, 
Sacheverell, of St. Saviour’s, Southwark, who had already 
obtained a certain notoriety as a preacher of somewhat tawdry 
eloquence, delivered a sermon on the 15th of November, 17 09, 
before the Lord Mayor, in which he reflected, in no ohscutc 
terms, upon the Ministry, and especially upon (fedolphin* He 
boldly attacked them as insidkms foes of the Church, and called 
upon the nation to rally to its defence. The ferment which the 
sermon created, when printed, would loon have been forgotten 
had not the Ministers determined to give Sacheverell the 
gratuitous advertisement of prosecution. Hi* trial became the 
centre of all interest ; and the preacher became the object ofaa 
adulation which he certainly in mi way merited, hut which served 
as a rallying-point for all the friends, of the Church, Mark 
borough’s ambition, and his wife's overweening pride, bad 
alienated the Queen, and her feelings now coincided with the 
change in the attitude of the populace. In despair of any other 
policy, the Ministers became still more eager In prosecuting the 
war, and more decided in resisting any overtures for peace. 
Swift returned to England in September* tynh to find that 
Godolphin was dismissed and Parliament on the eve of dis* 
solution, and that the staunch Tory, Robert Harley# was named 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

At first the Whigs, as he says himself# were 1 ravished to set 

him/ and received him with every appearance of civility. But 
Swift valued little these professions of * declining courtiers/ 
The Tories were making overtures 5 1 he could make hit fortune,’ 
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as they hinted, ‘if he pleased ‘but,’ he adds, 'I do not 
understand them— or rather— I do understand them.* Con- 
viction, interest, and personal irritation all moved him one way : 
and that way was soon chosen. On the 4th of October, 1710, 
he was ‘brought privately to Mr. Harley, who received him 
with the greatest respect and kindness imaginable.’ Swift was 
not impervious to the flattery of men in high station, however 
much his real inferiors ; and at this interview the die was cast. 
Swift entered upon his task as the chief defender of the Queen’s 
new Ministers. 

The change involved no surrender of principle. Swift’s early 
associations had led him naturally towards the Whigs ; but his 
temperament never allowed him to have any close sympathy 
with them. His Irish experience had developed the lack of 
sympathy into positive dislike. The neglect of his petition on 
behalf of the Irish Church gave him ground for umbrage, and 
personal ingratitude, or what he deemed to be such, had em- 
bittered this feeling. Accidental circumstances brought to Swift, 
at this moment, a tempting opportunity for change : and he 
responded to the overtures of Harley with no thought that 
any sacrifice of conscience or of independence was involved 
therein. 

He was speedily plunged deep in the business of defence. 
The Ministry, as he himself expressed it, 1 stood upon a narrow 
isthmus.* They were attacked with natural rancour by the 
Whigs but the tide of Tory feeling, exaggerated in its strength, 
was in itself an equal danger. It might easily carry them upon 
quicksands where they would be wrecked. Swift had, therefore, 
not only to meet the attacks of the defeated foe, but to moderate 
the enthusiasm of unwise adherents. He saw the chief hope of 
the Ministry to lie in the formation of a national party, midway 
between extremes, and appealing to the broad sympathies of 
the people. The Church and her defence was to be a rallying 
cry : but this was to be strengthened by the protection of the 
national welfare, by the encouragement of the landed interest, and 
by consistent opposition to the monied class which was thriving 
on the national debt, and which Swift represented as rejoicing 
in the continuance of a war which it was England’s best policy 

vol. u C 



+0 br irr to a close. He maintained the fight in the pages of tk 
Examiner, a paper to which he continued to write from Novell 
ber 1 7 io, to June of the next year. During that period the paper 
became the chief political organ of the day. The successful 
which Swift maintained tided the Ministry over the critical 
period when they were still new to power ; and the gratitude 
due to such a defender made Swift the chosen intimate and 
confidential adviser of Harley, St. John, and the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Harcourt. 

Accident confirmed the success which Swift’s pen had done 
so much to secure. A foreign adventurer, named Guiscard, who 
had intrigued alternately with French and English, and whose 
profligate life had brought him into some contact with St. John, 
had obtained, through the influence of the new Secretary of 
State, a pension from the Crown. It was insufficient, however, 
to extricate him from overwhelming money difficulties : and, 
beginning again his course of political intrigue, he was arrested 
on a suspicion of treason. Driven to frenzy, the poor wretch, 
during his examination before the Privy Council, attacked and 
wounded Harley. The wound and its consequences to Harley’s 
health were sufficiently serious to produce an illness of some 
duration: and although the incident had no possible political 
bearing, it was enough to increase Harley’s popularity, and to 
establish more securely that success which the Ministry had, by 
Swift’s help, already attained. It bound Swift to Harley by the 
new tie of solicitude for one by whom he had been kindly treated 
and for whom he had done much : and Swift became even more 
closely identified with the Ministry than he had hitherto been. 

Harley { had grown/ as Swift puts it, ‘by persecutions, turnings 
out, and stabbings.’ His influence was now, to all appearance, 
supreme: he was created Earl of Oxford, and immediately after- 
wards was named Lord Treasurer. His powers as a statesman 
were very limited, and scarcely extended beyond the art of 
political intrigue and the adroit management of party, He was 
hesitating in action, and confused in thought : but Swift valued 
him partly from his personal kindness to himself, and partly as the 
opponent of those against whom he was now feeling the utmost 
bitterness. Often as he was forced to chafe at lost opportunities, 
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and at the intrusion of petty motives into great affair^. Swill 
never visited upon his patron, either in word or in action, the 
provocation he felt. 

It is hard to say whether the world has gained or 1 mi more by 
Swift’s engrossment, during three or four years, in the conduct 
of affairs. Undoubtedly it prevented the exercise of his genius 
in its most characteristic employment : and none of Ids greatest 
works dates from this time. 1 $ut on the other hand, it enormously 
developed his knowledge of the world and of human motives : it 
sharpened his sarcastic indsiveness and extended his grasp of 
all forms of human baseness and folly ; and it may be doubted 
whether Gulliver could ever have been written had Swift not for 
some years stood where lie commanded a view, at once com- 
prehensive and minute, into the mechanism of public affairs. 

' It is most certain that the D rapier letters, which have, by their 
Jiving force, kept alive the memory of an obscure and unim- 
portant episode of Irish politics, would have lost half their 
raciness had they not been inspired by the sting of party feeling 
which the experience of these four years of t Hu-en Anne’s reign 
had left rankling in Swift’s mind. 

But in the course of this period, Swift has left tine monument, 
which he would not himself have recognised as of any literary 
value, but which the world, most assuredly, will never allow to 
die. This is the Journal to Stella : a continuous series of letters 
in which he depicts, for her who, in all his busy and bustling 
surroundings, ever occupied the place closest to his heart, the 
scenes in which he moved. Half the charm of the journal 
lies in its absolute ease and unconsciousness of effort; in the 
humour alternately playful and sarcastic, in the pathos and the 
anger, in the fierce self-assertion which would not conceal itself, 
in the fidelity which made his genius the willing servant of 
smaller men who played the part of his patrons— in a word, In 
all those varying traits which reflect Swift’s character so exactly, 
and which let us see him at once in his pride, and in his 
tenderness, in his power, and in his weakness. We see him as 
the confidant of ministers, and the dispenser of patronage ; as 
the frequenter of the Court, and the companion of the great, and, 
again, as the boon companion of the victors and the vanquished 
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in the world of letters ; as the friend of Addison, of Congreve, 
of Atterbury, of Arbuthnot, of Pope ; as the protector of Parnell , 
and others more obscure who had fallen into misfortune : and 
as the fierce combatant, who enjoyed recounting his triumphs 
to the one listener, so far removed, for whom all that affected 
him was the first interest of life. 

The struggle which the Ministry were maintaining now 
turned on one absorbing question, that of Peace or War, The 
conduct of the war had not only carried on the traditions which 
the Whigs had received from William HI, but had also shed 
lustre on that party by the victories of Marlborough** But these 
victories had, of late, been less conspicuous, and it was difficult 
to see how English interests were any longer involved in main* 
taining the cause of an aspirant to the Spanish throne whose 
claims were opposed by the voice of almost all the Spaniards, 
and whose accession would disturb the balance of power almost 
as seriously as that of Philip, the member of the Bourbon 
family whom we had spent so much treasure and so many 
lives to keep from a throne to which he was called by prepon- 
derating national feeling in the Spanish peninsula* The monied 
classes appeared to find their advantage in the war, and in 
the large extension it was giving to the national debt: but 
the landed classes found no profit to themselves in pursuing 
a contest in which the interests of mt allies seemed to be so 
much more involved than our own* Much national feeling 
thus supported the Tory Ministers in their wish to bring to an 
end a war which was their inheritance Crum their predecessors, 
which was troublesome and costly, and the continuance of 
which would weigh in favour of the W higs. 

In the autumn of 1711 there appeased the most important 
contribution to the controversy which was now dividing the 
nation, on the subject of Peace or War* This mm Swift's 
Conduct of the Attics, It was the most powerful political tract 
which he had yet written : and little ns it is burdened with 
facts or statistics, it is clear that Swift had made abundant and 
careful use of the official documents which had been placed at his 
command. These gave to the pamphlet much of its strength 
and telling force ; but its chief quality is the unrelenting in* 
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dignation with which it is inspired, and which is all the more 
telling from the rapidity with which it was written- Its first 
note is struck when he appeals from the € Echo of the London 
Coffee-house* to the 4 Voice of the Nation.* ‘ We have been 
principals/ he says, i when we ought to have been auxiliaries: 
we have fought where we ought not, and have abstained where 
our interests were at stake : we have allowed those allies, who 
charge us with deserting them, to be false to every engagement 
made with us. We have persevered, until we lie under the 
burden of fifty millions of debt. We have gained victories, which 
have brought to us nothing but barren renown, and now we are 
expiring fit of a hundred good symptoms/* * The blind prosecution 
of a war that cost us much, but brought us nothing, he ascribes 
to the rapacious greed of Marlborough : to the grasping of the 
monied classes, to the anxiety of the Whig clique to cling to 
emolument and office. * We, the Tories, are the faithful steward, 
resolved to put an end to the thoughtless extravagance of a 
young heir, whose folly had been encouraged, until now, by 
venal agents/ The suspicions of a plot in favour of Marl- 
borough, to which popular credence was given, helped Swift 
in pressing home his points. But the Ministry was weak in the 
House of Lords ; and there very serious opposition had to be 
met. Swift was almost ready to despair. But Oxford maintained 
his outward coolness, and events seemed to justify it. The un- 
popularity of Marlborough increased: and on the 30th of 
December he was deprived of his appointments. The creation 
of new peers secured for the Ministers a majority in the House 
of Lords, and Swift and those whom he supported breathed 
more freely in the downfall of their most formidable enemy. 

The negotiations for peace now proceeded more rapidly ; and 
as the crisis approached, the bitterness of party feeling, in 
which Swift was deeply involved, continued to increase. Baffled 
in the struggle, the Whigs sought to prove that the Peace was 
only a convenient cloak for such concessions to France as 
might bring about a Jacobite restoration. So far as Swift, at 
least, was concerned, any thought of such a restoration was 
entirely imaginary : but he repudiated what was untrue so far 
as he was personally concerned, with too much confidence as 
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regarded some of the Ministers. Whatever 
come over Swift’s party allegiance, he had notlesXnT! ^ 
jot his attachment to the Protestant succession R f t y ° S 
intentions were certainly not absent from the mind. ^ 
amongst his political and literary friends- and 
repudiation argues rather his ignorance of sTm e of ' ? ^ 1 
signs, than any absolute knowledge that thLT “ 
cherished. S " at these des 'gns were 60i 

At length, in April, 1713, the Peace of Utrecht *,« • 

For the moment all seemed favourable for X ™ • as S1 « 
had borne the burden and heS da Lik W 

employed, he found the chief triumph reaneri^ ® any Menso 
had only the somewhat barren satisfaction^ h ^ ° thers ’ aB(1 1,6 

Hehad° n “ d deference b F ‘hose whose battte 1 he hadf t 
He had used his influence in many acts of kind ^ f ?k 
ghng brother-authors. In the midst of bZ 5 ^ to Stru «' 
exciting efforts he had cheri.lmd r • j°l- ^ S hardest and most 
his life i above all he had kem un f 1!^ ^ had swee « 
the lonely home at Trim where she” ?“ br ° ken lnterc °urse with 
heart was staying. S? at he d ° Se ™ 

anxious to shake off the dust of ^ ° Ver ’ ' vas 

Stella: and he justly da £S If taa f>. and return to 
dencal promotion, to which he fdt thThf’ “ the f ° rm of 
was growing contemptuous nfth* " ™ * k . ^ as entltIe d. He 
‘more of your lining and less of em F ‘ t 7 civilities of ministers; 

;» But bf S tL wT B/ hI •"»* '• 

him, and had prejudiced him • f 65 were at work against 
now pressed fj a de ^ “ f ” ind of *• Queen.* He 
parture for Ireland, if his claim. thleatened hls immediate de- 
“ vacant! ££%£ !“ ^ P"* 

Mmisters must pay their debt Thf n ^ ° r neVer ’ tie 

some days: the Lord Treasurer n ? 5 vacillation continued for 
was perhaps not quite sincenri^T ^ “ earnestn ess which 
overcame his attachment to h u “? Wlft ’ s . Vexation 3)111051 

l 3rd of A P ril > that the warrant P for°V ** ^ “ 0t Until the 
Deanery of St. Patrick’s, which hJ l ^ a PP 0Intment to the 
" Ith hls »ame, was signed h beCOme inse Parably linked 

h Me to blame Swift f or thu • . 

this imperious claim of eede- 



siastical preferment as a reward for his services as political 
henchman. To set up a severe standard of scrupulosity in such 
matters is to mistake the whole feeling of the time. Swift, 
with a delicacy of feeling which in his time was almost singular, 
had refused to enter the Church as a mere resort for a liveli- 
hood. But once he had joined her ranks, pride, as well as 
self-interest, impelled him to demand a share in such prizes as 
she had to give. When engaged in the duties of his profession, 
he performed them with strict fidelity and scrupulous care. In 
later years he spent time and thought and money in endeavours 
to raise the position of the poor by whom his deanery was 
surrounded. His attachment to the Church was thorough and 
sincere. But he fought for her as a faithful soldier, not as u 
missionary inspired by pious zeal. He did not look upon his 
calling as separating him from the ordinary interests and aims 
of his fellow-men* He neither professed nor felt any over- 
powering motive of self-sacrifice, or any call to conceive his duties 
as requiring an abnegation of all but religious motives, which, 
however respectable when sincere, may sometimes, in more 
modern days, be assumed with more of conventionality than 
sincerity. 

Swift set out for his new post with no great alacrity, just 
before his departure he was exasperated by an ill-tempered and 
absurd attack made upon him by Steele. The reward which 
had fallen to him was less than he deemed due to his deserts : 
and lie by no means relished the thought of spending his days 
in Ireland, when English preferment seemed to be within his 
grasp. But he had at least the satisfaction of soon knowing that 
he was sorely missed. The Ministry were again in difficulties. 
Oxford and Bolingbrokc (St, John had now been created Vis- 
count Bolingbroke) had fallen out* The terms of the Treaty of 
Peace were fiercely assailed in Parliament The mainstay of 
the Ministry in the press had been Swift, and without him they 
were perplexed. Their summons was anxidS and eager ; * You 
must make all possible haste: we war/" you. extremely,* So 
wrote Erasmus Lewis, the faithful official who bad supplied the 
defects of business method and care so marked in Oxford ; and 
Swift, on this entreaty, returned to England in September, just 
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on the eve of an election where the haute of the Ministers anb 
their opponents was to he fought mu The. ‘fortes stood upon . 
their loyalty to Church and Crown, wpm the blowings of puts, 
and upon the cheap commodities whi* h their t Commercial Treaty 
had made possible ; the W hips murmured *4 betrayal to France, 
burned effigies of the Pope* the Iteul* and the Pretender, ! 
recalled the victories of* Mmlhmmigh* and apjxatkd to tfe 
selfishness of the monied class, whose interest in the funds, 
they asserted, was threatened* so long as the Ministry remained 
in office. The result gave a huge majority to the lories, and 
Swift’s pen was now brought m to confirm the victory, Steele 
was the first to fed the edge of his weapon. In order to inflame 
men’s minds against the Ministers, Kteclr wrote a pamphlet an 
The Importance of Dunkirk* in which lie professed to expose the 
treachery which had enabled the French king to elude the terms 
of the Treaty by which he was required to destroy the forti- 
fications of that town. Swift answered in a tract called the Im- 
portance of the Guardian, which paid off his scores against 
Steele: and a reply from Stedr* in the Oi$is t drew from Swift 
by far the greatest monument of the hay* in the Public Spirit 
of the IVhigs* 

But however Swift might maintain the struggle, the clouds 
were gathering mum! the prospect of Im friends* t he health 
of the Queen was precarious* am! the Miniates* seemed to have 
lost all clear and definite policy. Their dissensions were 'be- 
coming more and more bitter, Vexed and dispirited, Swift 
retired, first to Berkshire, and then to Ireland* I le was tired to 
death, so he says, 'of Courts and Minuter* 1 ; but what op- 
pressed him was not only the ruin impending over the cause for 
which he had striven, hut also the thought that he was now 
parting, perhaps for life, from those with whom he had held 
most pleasant converse. He writes to Afbuthnot, whose wit, 
humour, and practical philosophy brought him closest to Swift’s 
heart, in a strain of bitter grief 1 Writing to you much would 
make me stark mad. Judge his condition who hi* nothing to 
keep him from being miserable but endetvouring to forget those 
for whom he has the greatest value* love, and friendship. . « * 
Adieu, and love me half sowdlias J do you. 1 
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Swift’s prognostications of failure were soon walked. The 
quarrel between Oxford and Bolingbroke became more and 
more violent : and at length Bolingbroke succeeded in driving 
his rival from power. His own triumph was short-lived. The 
Lord Treasurer resigned on the 27th of July, 1714. But cm the 1st 
of August the Queen died, having, with her dying breath, com- 
mitted the Treasurer's staff to the Duke of Shrewsbury. The 
hopes of the Tories were shattered at one blow : and with the 
Hanoverian succession the Whig party entered upon a lease of 
power that lasted for more than a generation. 

With the fall of his friends a crisis in Swift’s life was reached. 
For four years he had been absorbed in party struggles, which 
had torn him from all the work for which his genius was uniquely 
fitted. The result had been no satisfaction to himself : he was 
involved in constant and harassing contentions, which he often 
despised, and his efforts had brought him little even of outward 
reward. But, hard as these four years had been, and bitterly as 
he spoke of the retrospect, they had done much to ripen his 
genius. His had been a strange experience. With a spirit 
morbidly gloomy and wayward, and a saturnine humour that 
spared not even his own deeper feelings or higher aspirations, 
it was impossible for Swift to pursue one constant aim, or to 
follow one single path. Powers such as his would certainly have 
carried him far in worldly success on any chosen career : but the 
mood and humour that wrapped these powers in their own cloak, 
and covered them with their own gloom and waywardness, for- 
bade him any such beaten track. Now, having reached middle 
age, he had passed through successive phases which had indeed 
ripened his genius by their very variety, .but which had also 
confirmed the waywardness which made that genius work in 
paths that were not those of other men. Nurtured in de- 
pendence he had caught from that hated experience a will 
that was stubborn even to tyranny. Having employed his 
earliest thoughts with brooding over metaphysical problems 
and endeavouring to pierce into the hidden meaning of things, he 
had thrown this pursuit aside after producing a few involved and 
amorphous verses, and the memory of these early broodings 
only gave edge to his satire on the vanity of human speculation! 
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and added a special feature in hh humour In that oc 
travesty of philosophical thought* which he handles so 
but which gives a meaning so deep to the scorn with vs 
regards all human things. In the 7 k k nf a Tui? he had it 
the full exuberance of his genius, but powerful as had I 
attraction, the result upon hh readers had been that oi 
and wonder and distrust, rather than cordial admtratioi 
spent no time or thought over measuring his powers or r 
his genius, but threw himself, with the eagerness of on 
sought a new outlet, into the troubled waters of politic* 
early life with Sir William Temple had given him some i 
into affairs : and to take an active and leading part t 
seemed to stifle his brandings, and to give that rest whit 
spirit could find only in constant employment. Angrily 
viewed these later years, when he looked hack upon the fry i 
ness of his efforts, it may he doubted whether for Swift hi 
they were not the happiest of his life. The rush of hush 
the sense of influence ; the excitement of constant intern 
with men who, for good or ill, were making history; the a* 
of the fight ; and, perhaps more than all, the close and inti 
meetings with those whose genius he felt mmt akin to his | 
such as Arbutlmot and Pope all these made Swift less mo 
during these years than at any period of ids life. We ; 
grudge the time stolen from the special ewimse of gifts wl 
are unique in all our literature ; we may doubt the wisdmi 
the part Swift played, or we may differ from the judgment wf 
he formed upon the affairs of the time. Hut we cannot d 
that his experience then not only developed a new side 0 
genius whose variety lias been rarely equalled, hut also c 
tributed some brightness to a life which wits for the mmt p 
steeped in gloom. 

Henceforward Swift's home was Irelands and where he < 
not take ail humanity for his theme, It was in the affairs 
Ireland that he found material for his pen. From the first , 
looked forward to this banishment— for such if was to his mis 
—as in all probability permanent The prospect plunged hS 
in deep gloom, and. the reception with which hi met did hi 
. tend to lighten that gloom* Hi was inspected, m all .those al 
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l|)t to be who were the close adherents of a fallen ministry. In 
Ireland the Wings had a strong body of followers: and these 
jvere ready to involve Swift in the charge of Jacobitism which 
ms now brought against the members of Queen Anne's last 
ministry. He was made the mark for all sorts of ribaldry and 
insult, and found few sympathisers in his hitter opposition to the 
new administration. But as time went on the prospect became 
brighter; Swift’s interests were again aroused; and, above all, 
the action of the Government drove many to sympathise with 
Swift who had before stood aloof from him. 

The evils under which Ireland suffered evils in part eco- 

nomical, but aggravated, if not caused, by centuries of English 
misgovernment— ■■ were now becoming ever more and more acute. 
With her landlords absent, spending their rents in England, and 
grinding their tenants through merciless agents; with her offices 
filled, so far as the drawing of emoluments was concerned, by 
absentees ; with her commerce crippled by unjust restrictions 
imposed by the English Parliament ; torn by religious divisions 
which separated the nation into the hostile camps of the perse- 
cuted Roman Catholics who hated the dominant Church, and of 
an Established Church which was forced to wear a political livery; 
with masses of her population sunk in depths of poverty that 
were seed-beds of crime— Ireland presented a picture of misery 
and misgovernment that gave point to the denunciations of all 
who sought to attack the English administration. Hatred of the 
Whigs was undoubtedly Swift's first motive for becoming the 
champion of Ireland, But the conduct of the Whigs soon made 
the part of the Irish patriot coincide exactly with that of the 
bitter opponent of the Whig ministry : and it gave union and 
compactness to parties which before had been separated and 
suspicious of one another. It was in 1720 that this united 
Irish party was first formed, not as a political organisation, but 
under the stress of indignation which the wrongs inflicted by 
England had produced. Swift’s first contribution to the battle 
for Irish rights was his pamphlet, A Proposed for the Universal 
Use of Irish Manufactures. It gave voice to the bitter feeling 
of the hardship done to Ireland by the unjust restrictions placed 
on her commerce by English greed and selfishness. As a means 



of reprisal Swift proposes to refuse anything that comes from 
England. Every product of England is to be burned when 
it readies Ireland, except her people and her coals. On this 
theme lie enlarges with a concentrated strength of sarcasm and 
invective that transcends all his previous political pamphlets, 
Swift was not now writing as the spokesman of a triumphant 
party, but was giving voice to the wrongs of the country where 
he had found refuge as a banished and denounced man. The 
bitterness of personal feeling was added to the keenness of the 
political partisan : and the indignation inherent in Swift against 
all forms of oppression gave additional force to his pen. 

The Whig Government were unaccustomed to such vigour 
from a country where habit had made them think their influence 
to be invulnerable ; and they were foolish enough to strike at the 
author through the printer of the tract. The Chief Justice 
Whiteshed, an obedient Whig partisan, presided when the hill 
was presented against the printer: and when the Grand Jury 
hesitated to And a true bill, he overcame their scruples. At the 
trial the jury refused to convict, and even Whiteshed’s bully- 
ing failed to conquer their stubbornness. The Government at- 
tempted to renew the prosecution, but were at length compelled 
to desist. 

Swift had now entered on a new chapter in his life, and found 
a work which revived his powers, and for a time dispelled his 
gloom. He became the centre of an Irish party — if that may 
rightly he called so, which really was a party formed by those 
Englishmen who had permanent settlements in Ireland, as 
against those who knew, or were interested in, her solely as the 
source of their own salaries, or as a means of increasing the 
influence of their own party by favour or by patronage dispensed 
at her cost. But that party soon became stronger, and acquired 
popular support, even from those lower classes amongst whom 
it roused the instinct of national feeling, little as they were 
concerned with the struggles of English faction. The oppor- 
tunity was given by the folly and corruption of the English 
Government. A patent for the issue of a copper coinage was 
given to one William Wood, in 1722. Its extent and conditions 
were not justified by anything in the state of Irish currency, 
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.and it was accompanied by every circumstance whit h could 
kindle national prejudice against it* Wood was to make a large 
■profit: and besides all the usual blackmail levied by the officials 
of the day, a bribe of no less than ^10,000 was to be paid by 
him to the King's mistress, the Duchess of Kendal Neither the 
Lord Lieutenant, nor the I red* Privy immdl nor the Irish 
Parliament, was consulted <m the subject ; and an outburst of 
popular indignation made inquiry m-cesstiy. While this was 
being conducted with what was only a show of business* Swift 
' made himself the mouthpiece of the popular anger, In the 
character of M, B. Drapier, a shopman of Dublin, he published 
a letter to the Irish people, magnifying the scandal of’ the trans- 
action, and picturing its probable results: and boldly calling on 
them to resist a stretch of the prerogative in which the King’s 
name was only used by those who were as false to his service as 
they were indifferent to the rights of Ireland, A second and a 
third letter followed, making an even more vigorous claim for 
Irish independence; and in 1724, he addressed ‘To the Whole 
People of Ireland’ a fourth letter, which called on Ireland to 
wrench her independence from the hands of a government rotten 
with corruption. The fiction of a 1 depending' kingdom 1 must 
be cast aside* With Wood’s patent must also disappear the 
whole system of deception, and dishonesty, and callous indif- 
ference to the wishes or the welfare of Ireland, of which the 
Patent granted to Wood was only one trifling example. Wood 
was almost forgotten in the fury of Swift’s attack upon the 
English Government and all that it represented 
The nation was now stirred to its depths, and what had at 
first been an agitation of a small clique of English origin, was 
swelled into a popular revolt against the whole theory of 
Ireland's position upon which the Whig Government seemed 
resolved to proceed* It shows the enormous power of Swift’s 
satire, that he, English himself by all but the accident of his 
place of birth, hating Ireland and longing to quit her shores, 
the adherent of a Church which was that of a trifling minority, 
and speaking for a small (although influential) class, gathered 
to his side the whole national instinct of the Irish mob, Catholic 
as well as Protestant, and inspired in the English Government 
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so much dread of armed rebellion, that they felt themselves 
compelled once more to proceed against his printer. But again 
Whiteshed’s attempts to serve the cause of his masters were 
foiled. The bill was thrown out ; the city celebrated the' 
triumph of their hero : he who had been a few years before 
received in Dublin with jeers and insults, became the object of 
unquestioning worship. The Government found themselves 
defeated and discredited. Wood’s half-pence were withdrawn; 
the prosecution was abandoned : and the retreat was arranged 
with as little loss of dignity as might be. Walpole, however, 
though defeated for the moment, abandoned none of his plans, 
The government of Ireland was still to be in the hands of his 
most obedient partisans. All was to be arranged with the sole 
end of promoting English influence. The Church was to be 
made the tool and sign of subjection. Its rivals were to be 
encouraged, in order that it might attain no dangerous influence 
in the nation. The very notion of the independency of the 
kingdom, which had shewn such threatening power of asserting 
itself, was to be steadily and surely undermined. For this 
purpose Dr. Hugh Boulter, the Bishop of Bristol, was made 
Primate of Ireland : and for nineteen years— covering more 
than all the years of Swift’s active work — this obedient hench- 
man of Walpole exercised all his ingenuity and his industry in 
promoting the influence of English agents, and in killing at the 
root that spirit which Swift had galvanized into a momentary 
show of energy. 

But Swift, before this Irish struggle closed, was turning his 
thoughts to England. He had now composed the larger portion 
of his next great work : and he was longing to share in the 
literary projects of such friends as Pope, Bolingbroke, Gay, 
and^ Arbuthnot. In March, 1726, he returned to the old circle. 
Bolingbroke was back from his banishment : Pope was at the 
height of his fame, and just about to issue the Dunciad : Gay 
was meditating the Beggar’s Opera: and Arbuthnot was 
scheming the plan of a joint and wide-reaching satire which 
was to be published under the name of Scriblerus. Swift’s 
spirits revived with the welcome which greeted him. He was 
soon engaged with all the literary projects of his friends : and 
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Gulliver’s Travels, over which he had spent some of the years 
of his banishment, was prepared for publication. His visit 
lasted but a short time: he left m August of the same year; 
and in November, tlulliver appeared. In its range the widest 
of all his works, in its humour one of the must playful, and in its 
deeper points of satire the must profoundly melancholy, it repre- 
sents Swift at the height of his power and iu the plenitude of 
his experience, it; was greeted by such a burst of applause as 
had attended no other of Swill's works, ami the misgivings 
' which he had felt as to the continuance of his powers were 
quickly dispelled. But old age ami d! health were creeping 
upon him. He had fount! links satisfaction in any renewal of 
his old relation with English politics. Fears of increasing 
illness and of mental failure could not be dispelled, and were 
deepening his constitutional melancholy. The health of Stella 
was causing him acute anxiety : ami he felt himself unfit for 
the old intercourse with the whs, that had been so full of asost 
for him before, He returned once inure to England In April, 
1727 ; and in September of that year he quitted her shores for 
the lust time, and finally settled in that country which was his 
by birth, for whose rights he did such yeoman service, but 
whose soil he continued to the end to hate so bitterly. To him 
Ireland was ever a place of banishment : and to end his days 
there was * to die like a poisoned rat in a holed 
The remaining facts of Swift's life are easily given in outline. 
His return to Ireland was soon followed by the death of Stella, 
which cut off the chief source of comfort to his life. Hence- 
forward the decline in the interests and ties that bound him to 
the world was rapid. He interfered no further in English 
politics, except to send occasional word* of sympathy to the 
leaders of opposition, and to greet the rising star of Pulteney, 
who was Walpole's chief opponent, m one * who had preserved 
the spirit of liberty/ and * had resisted the corruption of politics.* 
But in Ireland, broken as he was, he occupied a position that 
was unique, and that might well have satisfied his pride. He 
was the acknowledged leader of' a party that might fairly claim 
to be national, although it. had originated in the discontent felt 
by a comparatively small class, against a class that was still 
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smaller, lie continued to publish pamphlets on the wrom* nt 
Ireland: and while others were probing her ills, iU1 d discussinc 
remedies, Swift gave the impulse to national feeling a«d "l-em 
its bitterness alive against the little English gallon « 
mmuled by Archbishop Hut, her. His pamphlets on the ^ 
of Irelami culnunatcd in that must widely known tract j 
vmkst Ptopimi for preimthu* th? ( 'hiMrtn of Pm* PeM h 
Irelmdjrom king* bunfo, to thti, in the Corny 

which, m us concentrated humour, cyni, mm, and pity, is si,4’ 
larly characteristic of Swift. He found time «md 

m6°whilX° US W ° WS Wn , !,eh ' ,!l ’ Mt ' i lwrd ' ■ aad it was in 

736, wh k he was engaged on a poem satirising the Irish lV- 

iaSof he'u nT*T‘ ui,h l '« privileges) under the 
erushm - f ** 8 ” tl,at {,,s '» it!* final and most 

bmken i ° m r? 1,,m - A few >' cars ,,lorc «f almost un- 
brota g 00m were left to Swift: but his state at last ft 11 j,„ 0 

™ P and isula ‘ iu «. interrupted by lit, of 

V1 f nCe ’ a,ul by »««** «f terrible agony of 4 

imn only on the 19th of October, 1745, 

cady^hvs ^S matA A l d,icl !*»*» «f -Swift’s life: his 
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plunged into the It; 1 by . ,lc « lcu ol l'«» Church, ami he 
trusty ally of the Toiy* Qovernment"^'^^^* tbc avo * e< | ' ,nd 

rewiSforS noli? WhiCh ^ 

SerV1Ce; and in Ireland as a 

the idol of the oeont i00 . n " tC0Vc * ed *»« position, ami became 
party. He returned tn’,^ Undlsput<!tl lwd «' r of a national 
for two J^**"?**'**** literary associates 
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his life dosed in Ireland, where he was looked upon as the fore- 
most asscrtor of her wrongs. He had in his time played many 
parts The fierce controversialist, the merciless satirist, the 
rioomy cynic, had another ..side to his character, which has 
given it an undying interest in the dramatic contest of light and 
shidel' To his friends he was a centre of attraction. The fierce 
anger of the fight could always be laid aside for the light play- 
fulness of humour, and for the warmth of a sympathetic affection. 
Lonely, disappointed, weighed down by his consuming scorn 
for much that he saw around him, he yet clung to the love of 
his friends, and was almost blind to their faults. Chiefly under 
the influence of a self-torturing cynicism, he had darkened his 
own life by involving his chief affection in mystery; but to two 
women he had nevertheless been the veiy centre of their life, 
and to one of these he. was bound by a tie of old and faithful 
affection which was broken only by death. Over Hester 
Vanhomrigh, as over Esther Johnson, be had gained an over- 
powering influence as guide, philosopher, and friend. u 
while Vanessa, as he playfully cnlled the former, unwilling o 
efface herself, and mistaking their relations, became the object 
of Swift’s anger and contempt, so Stella, accepting the mys- 
terious limits placed upon their union by Swift, and content to 
Ibeonly for what love be had to give her, earned h.s profound 
respect ^and friendship, and by her death left ^ima kine^mid 
comfortless man. His relations to h.s literary md poht.cal 
friends were the more close and cordial, because ‘ 
so little of those small jealousies that are apt to p« vade uch 
circles. He could bear with the petty vanity of Pope , »* ^ 
to Addison in spite of party differences ; encouraged the hdp 
leones* of Gay; and condoned the ostentation and mm icertty 
that marred the brilliancy of Bolingbroke Imperious n i 
attitude towards his fellow-men, disdainful o , e 

yet forgot his harshness and his scorn in his o\ 
were his chosen friends. , . (hat : s 
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partly also reflected what was onVof L v bu: 

religious apathy of his time In ™ ra „ th Ch ’ ef fraits of ^ 
this regard, is not very different from 2 

whom posterity has justly awed J 7 assumed by those 

thinkers— by Bolingbroke bvPone h p® ckon as ^Pical free- 
dWaotaccLpanyTasthe^ Chesterfield. But Swift 

subversive of the fundament aj positioL^f Chrisf ^ **** 
notion of his duty as a f^h/i f Cllristian *y. The 

doubtless helped t’o maintain S wi™ if at ^ ChWCh ' 
principles, and his conviction 1 ” gld adh erence to her 

gave sincerity to his defence of th da " gers of scepticism 
motive of his refusal to admit PnnC1 .P les: but "al 
religious tenets lay much deeper and hT w ^ accepted 
contempt for his fellow-creatures’ Th,? 1 ' 1 f ° Undation in 1,is 
knowledge, the scanty power of d' e nan " ow ran g e of human 

influence which truth ever hid • ^ ern)nff trUth > the s «gbt 

religious speculation as a spedesVll t * bm treat 
bim find in accepted dov™ c °! morbld vanity, and made 

* >*. » i.« -“htK”™ ,r tey ,o «* * 

eager for any new ^ C rV b • sorr y ciew, who were 

satisfying their whims or Ttt d ° Ctrine ’ as a means of 
weapon of Swift’s orthndn U g their self-conceit. The 

«on. Because the”S y f S yS never exhorta- 

for the fools of to-day are * wet fathers is not £ ood enou ^ 

suit each new caprice? TV *° C . ha “ ge 6Ve 7 year or month > t0 
any scheme of 1 Comnrehor.'* 'V*! effect > bis argument against 
latitudinarians of his dav ^r 1 ’ watchword so dear to the 
contemptuous and impatient- aH* . le ln certain aspects this 
bsten to doubts or to wa<* . gmatlsin ’ which scorned even to 
near to the affected and broagbt Swift 

named, yet there was annth or b° d °xy of those whom I have 
feeling was far different from a. - S ' 6 ’ ° n w bich his religious 
mind, earnest alike in its hatred 6 ' 1 -!’ ^ had the sincerit y of a 

hs gloom. Only on rare occasion! T °T’ Us sympathies > aad 
and when, in his own ijffv does he suffer it to be seen: 

own life s experience, he seems to turn to it' 
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it is as to something whi* h brought him no s* *«*• hin^ or grntb 
influence, but rather a spirt* <»f dropeimd tmdmu holy, and a 
stronger sense of t hi* my u non , sadness of that * ridiculous 
tragedy/ to which ho was act n mu tied to compare human life, 
And something of this nt;iny-f,idcd«em;;, and of those vivid com 
trasts, in personal character, appears also in the literary genius 
of Swift. As a literary artist, ho is consummate in his skill ; 
yet no man probably ever attended less to tales of art, fils 
charm chiefly lies In the absolute ease with which he could 
create by words the very mod •••• humorous or grave* gay or 
cynical, profoundly misanthropic or playful and tem:!er~~m 
which he desired to place his reader* By some of the most 
competent of critics, his prose has been held to be the* perfection 
of English style; not certainly because of its finish or elubom- 
tkm ; not because it is without inaccuracy am! minor incorrect- 
ness; but because it is so absolutely clear and direct, and 
moves with such pet feci ion of unstudied and inimitable ease, 
His works occupy a place altogether unique In our own, or any 
other literature, They fall into line with no one order of creative 
genius. But their chief literary interest lies in this, that what- 
ever the subject of which they treat, whatever the special manner 
of that treatment, they all show that highest power .of genius 
as applied to literary creation, winch makes written language 
the absolute slave of the thought and mood that have to be 
conveyed, reflecting their slightest variation, and repeating* 
without apparent effort, the most subtle of their passing phases* 
To the student of literature, the gradual development of his 
genius, from Ins obscure and uncouth Pindarks f to the resistless 
flow of his Legion ( ltd, and from the somewhat stilted periods 
of the Dissensions at Athens and A *mm\ to the unstudied ; sim- 
plicity of Gulliver^ will afford, at each turn, new subject of 
mterest, and new illustrations of the matchless power over words 
vhich Swift, in his maturity, attained. 

In the following selections, therefore, the object has been not 
;o exclude any characteristic phase of Swift’s style* If we are 
to appreciate Swift, it is impossible to confine ourselves to those 
works which mark his genius at its highest, and the later ease 
of his style, or which deal with subjects of most enduring interest 

b a 



3< 5 


CONCLUSION. 


^ e must see from what t-hof 

Wschamrteristics, ^ *•* 

most careless mood, and me m,? f " emust watch him i n i. 
Preserved a living interest for „ ° how h, ' s geniu *> "* 

“ fo ^«en and unca Zl ° f which the ^J* 3 

hoped that enough informal-' • le mtroductory prof me- 1 

p«*»« = f ^ „ t “ ” » •««. » Ptai' * ; “ 

■“«. « .b« “ f ”1« each “ ,1 

notes > If ha s been my aim to sunn! h * W3S com Posed. i n t ," V 

bj the more obvious bursts of 2Z’ ^ haVe bee » attracted 

X“ s f-\ assist 

*« i»«™ ,T ’“■»»* wii. " ; 

allusions for himself. 0r °PP°rtunity to trace such 



WRONG LOGY OF SWIFT'S LIFE. 


Noth Both), Birth of Swift 
Swift curried to Whitehaven 
by. his nurse. 

rhviftbnmght hark to Ireland, 
Bent to Kilkenny School 
Sent to Trinity College, 
Dublin. 

Graduates. 

Death of Swift's uncle, 
Godwin Swift. 

Swift joins his mother at 
Leicester. 

Begins his first service with 
Sir William Temple. 

Returns to Ireland. 

Begins In’s second service 
with Temple, 

Admitted M.A. at Oxford. 
Earliest poems (Pindaric 
Odes, ike.), 

{May), Quits Sir William 
Temple's service for the 
second time. 

(Qrtolm), Ordained Deacon 
by the Bishop of Kildare, 
(January). Ordained Driest, 
and appointed to the 1 Ye* 
bend of Kilroot, 

(May , Begins his third resi- 
dence with Tem pie. at Mom* 
Park. 

December). Resigns the 
living of Kilmot, 

Batik of /hi Books chiefly 
written. 

( Jmmry a*} thy Death of 
Temple, 

Swift returns to Ireland, as 
Chaplain to Lord Berkeley, 

(Johns ary). Vicar of Lara cor, 

Became D.D, of Trinity 
College. 

Returns to England., 
Disstmiom at Attitm and 
Rome, 


i ;m : Stella settles in Ireland, 
where Swift follows at end 
of the year, 

r;ny (March's Death of William 

in. 

m (April to October), Swift visits 
England. 

i ,o,\ November), Again in Eng- 
land, 

1 70, f . Publication of the Tale of a 
. Tub and Batik of the Books, 

,, Returns to Laraeor. 

„ (August). Victory of Blen- 
heim. 

1705 (April), Visit to England, to 
press claim of First Fruits 
for Irish Church. 

1:706 . May . Victory of Ramil lies. 

1707 November . Swift again re- 
turns to England, to renew 
struggle for First Fruits. 

170! {February)* Dismissal of 
I farley from Whig M inistry. 

1 70S. Victory of Oudenarde. 

n (October), Death of Prince 
George, 

tf Lord Wharton appointed 
Governor of Ireland (Ad- 
dison made Chief Secretary), 

,, Letter m the Sacramental 
Testf A rgummt against A bo - 
Inking Christianity, Project 
for the Advancement of Re- 
ligion f . ■ ■ Sentiments . of a ' ■ ' 
Gunth of England Man , 

,, Predictions lor the year 
T708 (BickerstafP. 

„ Acquaintance with Hester 
Vanhomrigh (Vanessa), 

1709 (Jtdy). Swift returns to 
Laraeor. 

,, Overtures for Peace from 
Louis XIV. 

„ {Nop, $th). Sacheverell’s 
sermon against the Whig 
Ministry, 
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I 7\° ( February ). Prosecution of 
Sacheverell. 

1710 (ikfa^). Death of Swift’s 
mother, 

)i (August). Harley made 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

„ (September). Swift returns 
to England. 

„ (October). His introduction 
to Harley, and breach 
with the Whigs. 

17x1. Sid Hamefs Rod (lampoon 
on Godolphin). 

,, Writing in Examiner. 

„ (March). Harley wounded 
by Guiscard. 

„ (May). Harley made Lord 
Treasurer, and created Earl 
of Oxford. 

» (October). Conduct of the Allies. 

„ (December). Dismissal of 
Marlborough. 

17F! (January). Visit of Prince 
Eugene to England. 

, , Letter to the October Club . 

1712 (July). St. John created 

Viscount Bolingbroke. 

„ (August). Suspension of 
hostilities and beginning 
of peace negotiations. 

>3 (November). Death of Duke 
of Hamilton in duel with 
Lord Mohun. 

1 7 1 3 (April). Peace signed at 

Utrecht. 

n Appointed Dean of 
St. Patrick’s, Dublin, 
w (June). Returns to Ireland. 

» (July). Dissensions between 
Oxford and Bolingbroke. 

» (September). Swift returns to 
England. 

(December). Importance of the 
(Attack on Steele). 
HH- Elan of Scnblerus Club. 

„ (May). Swift quits London. 

„ (July). Oxford dismissed. 

» (August). Death of Queen 
Anne. Fall of Tory Ministry. 
1 714-1719. Swift in retirement. 
Cadenus and Vanessa, 


17 16. Marriage with Stella. 

1720. Swift’s appearance as Irish 
Patriot. The Universal im 
of Irish Manufactures. 

1722. Patent for copper coinage 
granted to Wood. 

1723. First Drapieds Letter. 

„ Death of Vanessa. 

1724. Lord Carteret appointed 
Governor of Ireland. 

„ (August). Second and Third 
DrapieVs Letters. 

„ (October). Fourth Drapuh 
Letter. 

„ „ Prosecution of 

Harding, the printer. 

„ (November). Bill against 
Harding thrown out by 
Grand Jury. 

„ (December). Fifth Drapiers 
Letter. 

„ ,, Dr. Boulter ap- 

pointed Primate of Ireland. 

1726. Swift visits England. 

,, Meeting with Walpole. 

„ Gullivers Travels. 

1727 (Apnl). Swift’s last visit to 
England. 

,, (June). Death of George I. 

1 7 ff- (Jamiary). Death of Stella.^ 

„ Publication of the Beggars 
Opera. . 

„ Publication of the Dunciad. 

„ Death of Congreve. 

1729. A Modest Proposal^ 8c c. 

„ Ansiver to the Craftsman. 

1731. Verses on the Death of Dr. 
Swift. 

1733. Rhapsody on Poetry. 

I 735- Faulkner's Edition of Swift's 
Works. 

„ Death of Arbuthnot. 

„ Publication of Four Last 
Years of the Queen. 

1736. The Legion Club. 

1740. Swift’s last letter. 

1741. Guardian appointed for 
Swift by Court of Chancery'. 

1742. Last brain seizure, leaving 
Swift in helpless idiocy. 

1745. (October 19th). Death. 



A FULL AND TRUK ACCOUNT OK THK BATTLE 
FOIJCHT LAST l-’RIUAV BETWEEN THK 

ANCIENT AND THE MODERN BOOKS 

IN ST, JAMES'S LIBRARY. 

London, 1704. 

This, perhaps the earliest of Swift’s satirical works, was written in 
great part, if not entirely, about 1697, and it may then have been 
passed from hand to hand amongst the circle of Moor Park j but it 
was not publisher) until 1704, when it appeared in the same volume 
with the Tale of a Tub, It would be waste of labour to attempt to 
assign the Title of a Tub to any special phase of contemporary 
controversy ; hut the Battfr of the Books forms an episode in a very 
definite literary conflict of the day, and the circumstances which led 
Swift to interfere in that conflict may he distinctly traced. 

Amongst oilier results of the triumphant complacency of the 
France of Louis XIV, was a claim advanced on her behalf that the 
achievements of that country and that age transcended all that 
humanity had yet imagined. The praise that had hitherto been 
given to the great names of antiquity was, according to this theory, 
only the effect of the glamour that surrounded them, and had no solid 
foundation. The first to advance this paradox was Fontenelle : and 
it was repeated in PerranU’s St) rk tie Louis U Grand , a poem read 
before the Academy in 1687. But even in France, and even amongst 
those whom its supporters had attempted to please by their flattery, 
the theory met with little acceptance. Boileau laughed the claim to 
scorn : and the taste of France in the age of the Grand Monarch was 
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sufficiently superior to her vanity, to render her intolerant of such 
criticism. 

The topic had already been discussed for some time in France 
when Swift’s patron, Sir William Temple, introduced it to England 
in a treatise upholding the superiority of Ancient to Modern Learning, 
The Essay was not a critical one, nor did it aim at a careful treatment of 
the subject. It was rather a collection, half-playful and half-serious, of 
reflections on literary genius, couched in a graceful literary style. The 
illustrations, drawn indiscriminately from classical legend and literature, 
are not gut forward as having any real historical basis : and Macaulay’s 
ridicule of their flimsiness is therefore misplaced. A reply to this 
treatise was written by William Wotton, a youthful prodigy of 
scholarship belonging to Catherine Hall at Cambridge, whose 
classical references are as much more accurate than Temple’s, as in 
humour and style he is inferior. One opinion which Temple had 
hazarded, in favour of the genuineness of the so-called Epistles of 
Phalaris, formed a subject of easy attack : and on the other hand, the 
brilliant, but superficial, scholars of Christ Church, Oxford, took up 
the cudgels on his behalf, and published, under the name of Charles 
Boyle, afterwards Earl of Orrery, a new edition of the Epistles, 
Boyle did not, indeed, as Macaulay wrongly represents, maintain the 
genuineness of the Epistles. He expressly refrains from doing so, 
and indeed points out the arguments that tell the other way. But he 
came into collision with another opponent of the Christ Church 
clique, of stronger calibre than Wotton. For the purposes of his 
edition he had borrowed from the Royal Library at St. James’s a 
manuscript of the spurious Letters : and the sudden withdrawal of the 
manuscript, before its collation was complete, by Dr. Bentley, the 
librarian, led Boyle to comment in his preface on Bentley’s churlish 
act, as one in keeping with his usual manners — pro solitd hwnamtaU 
sud. Stung by the attack, Bentley added an appendix to a new 
edition of Wotton’s Reflections , in which he ridiculed the flimsy 
scholarship of the Oxford faction, and proved by overwhelming argu- 
ments the absolute spuriousness of the Letters. Bentley showed that 
the opposite contention was so obviously absurd, and so entirely 
inconsistent with the known facts of antiquity, that even a passing 
doubt on the subject convicted any man of ignorance. If the Epistles 
were true, Phalaris had borrowed money from men who lived 300 
years after his death, had destroyed towns that were not founded, 
and conquered nations that had no names ; had falsified the histories 
0 fodotus and Thucydides, and had written in a dialect which he 
could not possibly have understood. 
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At this stage in the dispute, Swift stepped into the arena to assist 
in his patron's defence* and contributed the sole work connected 
with the controversy which has obtained immortality. Argument 
and scholarship were not required, and in them Swift would have 
been no match for Bentley* It is curious, indeed, that Swift’s 
allegory assumes, what Boyle had not affirmed, the genuineness of 
the Letters. But he had a weapon of sarcas t i c humour which 
Bentley was powerless to wield, and before which Bentley’s eru- 
dition grew pale. Swift, it need not be said, espoused the cause of 
the Ancients, and he did mo, not only because his patron had 
appeared for that side, but also because the whole tendency of his 
own taste lay in that direction. Wottcm attempted to reply. He 
accused Swift of plagiarism, and claimed to have been informed that 
the Battle of the Books was taken from * a French book, entitled 
Combat ties UvresL Johnson repeated the same charge; Scott even 
adduced Courtray m the author of this hypothetical Combat ; and 
Mr, Forster, claiming to have a copy of the book, which was unique, 
accepts the author’s name from Scott, As a fact the book appears in 
the British Museum ; it is without an author’s name ; but it was 
written by Francois dc Cailieres, a well-known Academician and 
diplomatist : and its contents amply prove that, though the book 
might, and probably did, pass through Swift’s hands, and perhaps 
suggested certain incidents in his own narrative, it yet possesses no 
claim whatever to have been the basis of the main structure of his 
satire, Swift’s part in the controversy may have been at first 
determined by the attitude of his patron ; but it was also consistent 
with the whole bent of his taste and opinions* The Batik of the 
Books marks the period when his genius began to find its fitting 
employment, and when, discarding * Pindarics/ he turned to satire, 
and learned the power which belonged to him by right of that 
faculty of sarcastic humour in which he stands unsurpassed. 


The Bookseller to the Reader. 

The following Discourse, as it is unquestionably of the 
same author, so it seems to have been written about the 
same time with the former; I mean the year 1697, when 
the famous dispute was on foot about ancient and modern 5 
learning. The controversy took its rise from an essay of 
Sir William Temple’s upon that subject, which was 
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answered by W. Wotton, B.D., with an Appendix by Dr. 
Bentley, endeavouring to destroy the credit of ^£sop and 
Phalaris for authors, whom Sir William Temple had, in the 
essay before mentioned, highly commended. In that ap* 

5 pendix, the doctor falls hard upon a new edition of Phalaris, 
put out by the Honourable Charles Boyle, now Earl of 
Orrery, to which Mr. Boyle replied at large, with great 
learning and wit; and the doctor voluminously rejoined. 
In this dispute, the town highly resented to see a person of 
10 Sir William Temple’s character and merits roughly used by 
the two reverend gentlemen aforesaid, and without any 
manner of provocation. At length, there appearing no end 
of the quarrel, our author tells us, that the books in St. 
James’s Library, looking upon themselves as parties prin- 
ts cipally concerned, took up the controversy, and came to a 
decisive battle ; but the manuscript, by the injury of fortune 
or weather, being in several places imperfect, we cannot 
learn to which side the victory fell. 

I must warn the reader to beware of applying to persons 
20 what is here meant only of books, in the most literal sense. 
So, when Virgil is mentioned, we are not to understand the 
person of a famous poet called by that name; but only 
certain sheets of paper, bound up in leather, containing in 
print the works of the said poet : and so of the rest. 


25 The Preface of the Author . 

Satire is a sort of glass, wherein beholders do generally 
discover everybody’s face but their own ; which is the chief 
reason for that kind reception it meets in the world, and 
that so very few are offended with it, But, if it should 
3 ° happen otherwise, the danger is not great ; and I have 
learned, from long experience, never to apprehend mischief 
from those understandings I have beep able to provoke : for 
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anger and fury, though they add strength to the sinews of 
the body, yet are found to relax those of the mind, and to 
: render all its efforts feel >Ie and impotent. 

There is a brain that will endure hut one .scumming ; let 
the owner gather it with discretion, and manage his little 5 
stock with husbandry,; but, of all things, let him beware of 
bringing it under the lash of his betters, because that will 
make it all bubble up into impertinence, and he will find 
no new supply. Wit, without knowledge, being a sort of 
cream, which gathers In a. night to the top, and, by a skilful 10 
hand, may be soon whipped into froth; but, once scummed 
away, what appears underneath will be fit for nothing but 
to be thrown to the hogs. 


A FULL AMD TRUK ACCOUNT, &o. 

Whoever examines, with due circumspection, into the 15 
Annual Rmmis of Time , will find it remarked, that war is 
the child of pride, and pride the daughter of riches the 
former of which assertions may be soon granted, but one 
cannot so easily subscribe to the latter ; for pride is nearly 
related to beggary and want, either by father or mother, and 20 
sometimes by both : and to speak naturally, it very seldom 
happens among men to fall out when all have enough; in- 
vasions usually travelling from north to south, that is to say, 
from poverty upon plenty. The most ancient and natural 
grounds of quarrels, are lust and avarice; which, though we 25 
may allow to be brethren, or collateral branches of pride, are 
certainly the issues of want, For, to speak in the phrase 
of writers upon the politics, we may observe in the republic 
of dogs, which, in its original, seems to be an institution of 
the many, that the whole state is ever in the profoundest 30 
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peace after a full meal; and that civil broils arise among 
them when it happens for one great bone to be seized 
on by some leading dog, who either divides it among the 
few, and then it falls to an oligarchy, or keeps it to himself, 

5 and then it runs up to a tyranny. The same reasoning also 
holds place among them in those dissensions we behold in 
regard to any of their females. For the right of possession 
lying in common, (it being impossible to establish a 
property in so delicate a case,) jealousies and suspicions do 
10 so abound, that the whole commonwealth of that street is 
reduced to a manifest state of war, of every citizen against 
every citizen, till some one, of more courage, conduct, or 
fortune than the rest, seizes and enjoys the prize; upon 
which naturally arises plenty of heart-burning, and envy, 
1 5 and snarling against the happy dog. Again, if we look 
upon any of these republics engaged in a foreign war, either 
of invasion or defence, we shall find the same reasoning 
will serve as to the grounds and occasions of each; and 
that poverty or want, in some degree or other, (whether 
20 real or in opinion, which makes no alteration in the case,) 
hath a great share, as well as pride, on the part of the 
aggressor. 

Now, whoever will please to take this scheme, and either 
reduce or adapt it to an intellectual state, or commonwealth 
25 of learning, will soon discover the first ground of dis- 
agreement between the two great parties at this time in 
arms, and may form just conclusions upon the merits of 
either cause. But the issue or events of this war are not so 
easy to conjecture at ; for the present quarrel is so inflamed 
3^ by the warm heads of either faction, and the pretensions 
somewhere or other so exorbitant, as not to admit the least 
overtures of accommodation. This quarrel first began, as I 
have heard it affirmed by an old dweller in the neighbour- 
hood, about a small spot of ground, lying and being upon 
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one of the two tops of the hill Parnassus; the highest and 
largest of which had, it seems, been time out of mind in 
quiet possession of certain tenants, called the Ancients; 
and the other was held by the Moderns. But these, dis- 
liking their present station, sent certain ambassadors to the 5 
ancients, complaining of a great nuisance; how the height 
of that part of Parnassus quite spoiled the prospect of theirs, 
especially towards the east; and therefore, to avoid a war, 
offered them the choice of this alternative, either that the 
ancients would please to remove themselves and their effects 10 
down to the lower summity, which the moderns would gra- 
ciously surrender to them, and advance in their place; or 
else the said ancients will give leave to the moderns to come 
with shovels and mattocks, and level the said hill as low as 
they shall think it convenient. To which the ancients made 15 
answer, how little they expected such a message as this 
from a colony, whom they had admitted, out of their own 
free grace, to so near a neighbourhood. That, as to their 
own seat, they were aborigines of it, and therefore, to talk 
with them of a removal or surrender, was a language they 20 
did not understand. That, if the height of the hill on 
their side shortened the prospect of the moderns, it was a 
disadvantage they could not help ; but desired them to 
consider, whether that injury (if it be any) were not largely 
recompensed by the shade and shelter it afforded them. 25 
That as to the levelling or digging down, it was either 
folly or ignorance to propose it, if they did, or did not, 
know, how that side of the hill was an entire rock, which 
would break their tools and hearts, without any damage to 
itself. That they would therefore advise the moderns 30 
rather to raise their own side of the hill, than dream of 
pulling down that of the ancients ; to the former of which 
they would not only give licence, but also largely contribute. 

All this was rejected by the moderns with muqhdndigf^tion, 
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«e at; whence the rhiefcst and latest are removed to 
certain magazines they call libraries, there to remain in a 
quarter purposely assigned them, and from thenceforth 
begin to be called hooks ol vuiiitovtMhy* 

Iu these books is wonderfully instilled and preserved the 5 
spirit of each warrior, while he is alive ; and after his death, 
his soul transmigrates there to infant! them. 1 his at least is 
the more common opinion; but I believe it is wit 1 nrauts 
as with other cemeteries; where some philosophers atom, 
that a certain spirit, which they call brut urn hornnis hovers 
over the monument, till the body is corrupted, and turns to 
dust, or to worms, but then vanishes or «ves j so we 
may say, a restless spirit haunts over every book, til dust 0 

JmXm «!»*> » > T 3™ 

a few days, but to others later : and therefore hooks of con- i # 
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heels. Having thus failed in his design, the disappointed 
champion bore a cruel rancour to the ancients ; which lie 
resolved to gratify, by shewing all marks of his favour to the 
books of their adversaries, and lodging them in the fairest 
apartments ; when, at the same time, whatever hook had § 
the boldness to own itself for an advocate of the ancients, 
was buried alive in some obscure corner, and threatened, 
upon the least displeasure, to be turned out of doors. 
Besides, it so happened, that about this time there was 
a strange confusion of place among all the hooks in the so 
library; for which several reasons were assigned .^ 1 Some 
imputed it to a great heap of learned dust, which a perverse 
wind blew off from a shelf of moderns, into the keepers 
eyes . 1 v ‘ Others affirmed, he had a humour to pick the worms 
out of the schoolmen, and swallow them fresh and fasting; 1$ 
whereof some fell upon his spleen, and some climbed up 
into his head, to the great perturbation of both* d*' And 
lastly, others maintained, that, by walking much in the 
dark about the library, he had quite lost the situation of 
it out of his head ; and therefore, in replacing his books, he ao 
was apt to mistake, and dap X)es Cartes next to Aristotle; 
poor Plato had got between Hobbes and the Seven Wise ^ 
Masters, and Virgil was hemmed in with Dryden on one 
side, and Withers on the other. 

Meanwhile those books that were advocates for the 2$ 
moderns, chose out one from among them to make a 
progress through the whole library, examine the number 
and strength of their party, and concert their affairs* This 
messenger performed all things very industriously, and 
brought back with him a list of their forces, in all fifty 3 ° 
thousand, consisting chiefly of light-horse, heavy-armed 
foot, and mercenaries: whereof the foot were in general 
but sorrily armed, and worse dad: their horses large, but 
extremely out of case and heart; however, some few, by 
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coming to a battle, that Temple happened to overhear them, 
and gave immediate intelligence to the ancients; who, there- 
upon, drew up their scattered troops together, resolving to 
act upon the defensive ; upon which, several of the moderns 
fled over to their party, and among the rest Temple himself, 5 
This Temple, having been educated and long conversed 
among the ancients, was, of all the moderns, their greatest 
favourite, and became their greatest champion. 

Things were at this crisis, when a material accident fell 
out. For, upon the highest corner of a large window, there 10 
dwelt a certain spider, swollen up to the first magnitude by 
the destruction of infinite numbers of flies, whose spoils lay 
scattered before the gates of his palace, like human bones 
before the cave of some giant. The avenues to his castle 
were guarded with turnpikes and palisadoes, all after the 15 
modern way of fortification. After you had passed several 
courts, you came to the centre, wherein you might behold 
the constable himself in his own lodgings, which had 
windows fronting to each avenue, and ports to sally out, 
upon all occasions of prey or defence. In this mansion he 20 
had for some time dwelt in peace and plenty, without 
danger to his person, by swallows from above, or to his 
palace, by brooms from below ; when it was the pleasure of 
fortune to conduct thither a wandering bee, to whose 
curiosity a broken pane in the glass had discovered itself, 25 
and in he went; where, expatiating a while, he at last 
happened to alight upon one of the outward walls of the 
spider’s citadel; which, yielding to the unequal weight, 
sunk down to the very foundation. Thrice he endeavoured 
to force his passage, and thrice the centre shook. The 3 * 
spider within, feeling the terrible convulsion, supposed at 
first that nature was approaching to her final dissolution} 
or else, that Beelzebub, with all his legions, was come to 
revenge the death of many thousands of his subjects, whom 
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this enemy had slain and devoured. However, he at length 
valiantly resolved to issue forth, and meet his fate. Mean- 
while the bee had acquitted himself of his toils, and, posted 
securely at some distance, was employed in deansingMs 
5 wings, and disengaging them from the ragged remnants of 
the cobweb. By this time the spider was adventuredmut, 
when, beholding the chasms, the ruins, and dilapidations of 
his fortress, he was very near at his wit’s end; he stormed 
and swore like a madman, and swelled till he was ready to 
io burst. At length, casting his eye upon the bee, and wisely 
gathering causes from events, (for they knew each other by 
sight), A plague split you, said he; is it you, with a 
vengeance, that have made this litter here ? could not you 
look before you, and be d — d? do you think I have 
15 nothing else to do (in the devil’s name) but to mend and 
repair after you ? — Good words, friend, said the bee, (having , 
now pruned himself, and being disposed to droll). I’ll give 1 
you my hand and word to come near your kennel no more ; 

I was never in such a confounded pickle since I was born — 

20 Sirrah, replied the spider, if it were not for breaking an old 
custom in our family, never to stir abroad against an enemy, 

I should come and teach you better manners. — I pray have 
patience, said the bee, or you will spend your substance, 
and, for aught I see, you may stand in need of it all towards 
25 the repair of your house. — Rogue, rogue, replied the spider, 
yet, methinks you should have more respect to a person, 
whom all the world allows to be so much your betters. — 
By my troth, said the bee, the comparison will amount to 
a very good jest ; and you will $0 me a favour to let me 
3 ° know the reasons that all the world is pleased to use in so 
hopeful a dispute. At this the spider, having swelled him- 
self into the size and posture of a disputant, began his 
argument in the true spirit of controversy, with a resolution 
to be heartily scurrilous and angry, to urge on his own 
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reasons, without the least regard to the answers or objec- 
tions of his opposite ; and fully predetermined in his mind 
against all conviction. 

Not to disparage myself, said he, by the comparison with 
such a rascal, what art thou but a vagabond without house 5 
or home, without stock or inheritance, horn to no posses- 
sion of your own, but a pair of wings and a drone-pipe ? Your 
livelihood is an universal plunder upon nature ; a freebooter 
over fields and gardens; and, for the sake of stealing, will 
rob a nettle as readily as a violet, Whereas I am a domestic Jo 
animal, furnished with a native stock within myself This 
large castle (to shew my improvements in the mathematics) 
is all built with my own hands, and the materials extracted 
altogether out of mine own person, 

I am glad, answered the bee, to hear you grant at least 15 
that I am come honestly by my wings and my voice ; for 
then, it seems, I am obliged to Heaven alone for my flights 
and my music ; and Providence would never have bestowed 
on me two such gifts, without designing them for the noblest 
snds. I visit indeed all the flowers and blossoms of the field 20 
md the garden ; but whatever I collect from thence, enriches 
riyself, without the least injury to their beauty, their smell, 

:>r their taste. Now, for you and your skill in architecture, 
md oilier mathematics, I have little to say : in that building 
)f yours there might, for aught I know, have been labour 25 
md method enough; but, by woful experience for us both, 
lis too plain, the materials are naught; and I hope you will 
lenceforth take warning, and consider duration and matter, 
is well as method and art You boast, indeed, of being 
obliged to no other creature, but of drawing and spinning 30 
>ut all from yourself ; that is to say, if we may judge of the 
iquor in the vessel, by what issues out, you possess a good 
ilentiful store of dirt and poison in your breast 5 and, though 
would by no means lessen or disparage your genuine stock 

vou 1, - p 
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of either, yet, I doubt you are somewhat obliged, for an !?, 
crease of both, to a little foreign assistance. Your inhere:: 
portion of dirt does not fail of acquisitions, by sweeping 
exhaled from below; and one insect furnishes you 
5 a share of poison to destroy another. So that, in short, the 
question comes all to this ; whether is the nobler being of 
the two, that which, by a lazy contemplation of four inches 
round, by an overweening pride, which, feeding and engen- 
dering on itself, turns all into venom, producing nothing at x 
io all, but fiybane and a cobweb ; or that whlchpby an universal 
range, with long search, much study, true judgment, and 
distinction of things, brings home honey and wax ? 

This dispute was managed with such eagerness, clamour, 
and warmth, that the two parties of books, in arms below. 

15 stood silent a while, waiting in suspense what would be the 
issue; which was not long undetermined: for the bee, 
grown impatient at so much loss of time, fled straight away 
to a bed of roses, without looking for a reply ; and left the 
spider, like an orator, collected in himself, and just prepared 
20 to burst out 

It happened upon this emergency, that iEsop broke 
silence first. He had been of late most barbarously 
treated by a strange effect of the regent’s humanity 7 , who 
bad tore off his title-page, sorely defaced one half of his 
25 leaves, and chained him fast among a shelf of moderns, 
Inhere, soon discovering how high the quarrel was likely to 
proceed, he tried all his arts, and turned himself to a thou- 
sand forms. At length, in the borrowed shape of an ass, 
the regent mistook him for a modern ; by which means he 
jo had time and opportunity to escape to the ancients, just 
when the spider and the bee were entering into their 
contest ; to which he gave his attention with a world of 
pleasure and when it was ended, swore in the loudest key, 
tnai tn all his life he had never known two cases so parallel 
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and adapt to each other, as that in the window, and this 
upon the shelves. The disputants, said he, have admirably 
managed the dispute between them, have taken in the full 
strength of all that is to be said on both sides, and exhausted 
the substance of every argument pro and con. It is but to 5 
adjust the reasonings of both to the present quarrel, then to 
compare and apply the labours and fruits of each, as the 
bee hath learnedly deduced them, and we shall find the 
conclusion fall plain and close upon the moderns and us. 

For, pray, gentlemen, was ever anything so modern as the 10 
spider in his air, his turns, and his paradoxes? He argues || Jv/ 
in the behalf of you his brethren, and himself, with many 
boastings of his native stock and great genius; that he spins 
and spits wholly from himself, and scorns to own any obli- 
gation or assistance from without. Then he displays to 15 
you his great; skill in architecture, and improvement in the 
mathematics. To all this the bee, as an advocate, retained 
by us the ancients, thinks fit to answer; that, if one may 
judge of the great genius or inventions of the moderns 
by what they have produced, you will hardly have coun- 20 
tenance to bear you out, in boasting of either. Erect your 
schemes with as much method and skill as you please; yet if 
the materials be nothing but dirt , spun out of your own entrails 
(the guts of modern brains) the edifice will conclude at last 
in a cobweb ; the duration of which, like that of other 25 
spiders* webs, may be imputed to their being forgotten, or 
neglected, or hid in a corner. For anything else of genuine 
that the moderns may pretend to, I cannot recollect ; unless 
it be a large vein of wrangling and satire, much of a nature 
and substance with the spider’s poison ; which, however 3° 
they pretend to spit wholly out of themselves, is improved |^» 
by the same arts, by feeding upon the insects and vermin of 
the age. As for us the ancients, we are content, with the jj,^, 
bee, to pretend to nothing of our* own, beyond our wings 
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and our voice : that is to say, our flights and our language. 

For the rest, whatever we have got, hath been by infinite 
labour and search, and ranging through every corner o f 
nature ; the difference is, that, instead of dirt and poison, 

5 we have rather chose to fill our hives with honey and wax; 
thus furnishing mankind with the two noblest of things, 
which are sweetness and light. 

It is wonderful to conceive the tumult arisen among the 
books, upon the close of this long descant of iEsop : both 
io parties took the hint, and heightened their animosities so on 
a sudden, that they resolved it should come to a battle. Im- 
mediately the two main bodies withdrew, under their several 
ensigns, to the farthest parts of the library, and there entered 
into cabals and consults upon the present emergency. The 
15 moderns were in very warm debates upon the choice of 
their leaders; and nothing less than the fear impending 
from their enemies, could have kept them from mutinies 
upon this occasion. The difference was greatest among 
the horse, where every private trooper pretended to the 
20 chief command, from Tasso and Milton, to Dryden and 
Withers. The light-horse were commanded by Cowley 
and Despreaux. There came the bowmen under theii 
^ valiant leaders, Des Cartes, Gassendi, and Hobbes ; whose 
strength was such, that they could shoot their arrows 
5 behind the atmosphere, never to fall down again, but 
turn, like that of Evander, into meteors; or, like the 
v cannon-ball, into stars. Paracelsus brought a squadron of ^ 
stink-pot-dingers from the r snowy mountains of Rhaetia. k 
There came a vast body of dragoon s, of different nations, 

5 under the leading of Hanze v. their greatjiga : part armed f| 
with scythes, the weapons of death; part with lances and 
long knives, all steeped in poison; part shot bullets of|y 
a most malignant nature, and used wljite powder, which 
infallibly killed without report. There came several bodies 




of h eavy-nnu ed foot, all mercenaries, under the ensigns of 
Guicciardini, Davila, Polydmv Virgil, Buchanan, Mariana, 
Camhden, and others. The engineers were commanded by 
Kegionigntanus ami Wilkins. The rest were a confused*- 
multitude, Ie<l by Seotus, Aquinas, and Bellarmine ; of 
mighty bulk and stature, but without either arms, courage, 
or discipline. In the last place, came infinite swarms of 
caloncs, a disorderly rout led by 1 /Estrange; rogues and 
ragamuffins, that follow tine camp for nothing but the 
plunder, all without coats to cover them* iu 

The army of the ancients was much fewer in number; 
Homer led the horse, and Pindar the light-horse; Euclid 
was chief engineer ; Plato and Aristotle commanded the 
bowmen; Herodotus and Livy the foot; Hippocrates the 
dragoons ; the allies, led by Vossius and Temple, brought 15 
up the rear, 

All things violently tending to a decisive battle, Fame, 
who much frequented, and had a large apartment formerly 
assigned her in the regal library, fled up straight to Jupiter, 
to whom she delivered a faithful account of all that 20 
passed between the two parties below ; {for, among the gods, 
she always tells truth)* Jove, in great concern, convokes a 
council in the milky way* The senate assembled, he declares 
the occasion of convening them ; a bloody battle just im- 
pendent between two mighty armies of ancient and modern 25 
creatures, called books, wherein the celestial interest was 
but too deeply concerned* Momus, the patron of the 
moderns, made an excellent speech in their favour, which 
was answered by Pallas, the protectress of the ancients. 
The assembly was divided in their affections; when Jupiter 30 
commanded the book of fate to be laid before him. Im- 
mediately were brought by Mercury three large volumes in 
folio, containing memoirs of all things past, present, and to 
come* The clasps were of silver double gilt j the covers of 
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celestial turkey leather ; and the paper such as here on earth 
might almost pass for vellum. Jupiter, having silently read 
the decree, would communicate the import to none, but 
presently shut up the book. 

5 Without the doors of this assembly, there attended a vast 
number of light, nimble gods, menial servants to Jupiter; 
these are his ministering instruments in all affairs below. 
They travel in a caravan, more or less together, and are 
fastened to each other, like a link of galley-slaves, by a light 
io chain, which passes from them to Jupiter’s great toe: and 
yet, in receiving or delivering a message, they may never 
approach above the lowest step of his throne, where he and 
they whisper to each other, through a long hollow trunk. 
These deities are called by mortal men accidents or events ; 
15 but the gods call them second causes. Jupiter having 
delivered his message to a certain number of these divinities, 
they flew immediately down to the pinnacle of the regal 
library, and, consulting a few minutes, entered unseen, and 
disposed the parties according to their orders. 

20 Meanwhile, Momus, fearing the worst, and calling to 
mind an ancient prophecy, which bore no very good face to 
his children the moderns, bent his flight to the region of 
a malignant deity, called Criticism. She dwelt on the top 
of a snowy mountain in Nova Zembla ; there Momus found 
25 her extended in her den, upon the spoils of numberless 
volumes, half devoured. At her right hand sat Ignorance, 
her father and husband, blind with age ; at her left, Pride, 
her mother, dressing her up in the scraps of paper herself 
had torn. There was Opinion, her sister, light of foot, hood- 
30 winked, and headstrong, yet giddy, and perpetually turning. 
About her played her children, Noise and Impudence, 
Dulness and Vanity, Positiveness, Pedantry, and Ill-manners. 
The goddess herself had claws like a cat; her head, and 
ears, and voice, resembled those of an ass : her teeth fallen 
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out before , her eyes turned inward, as if she looked only 
upon herself ; her diet was the overflowing of her own gall ; 
her spleen was so large, as to stand prominent ; nor did 
she want teats, at which a crew of ugly monsters were 
greedily sucking ; and, what is wonderful to conceive, the 5 
bulk of spleen increased faster than the sucking could 
diminish it. Goddess, said Momus, can you sit idly here 
while our devout worshippers, the moderns, are this minute 
entering into a cruel battle, and perhaps now lying under 
the swords of their enemies ? who then hereafter will ever 10 
sacrifice, or build altars to our divinities ? Haste, therefore, 
to the British isle, and, if possible, prevent their destruction ; 
while I make factions among the gods, and gain them over 
to our party. 

Momus, having thus delivered himself, staid not for an *5 
answer, but left the goddess to her own resentments. Up 
she rose in a rage, and, as it is the form upon such occasions, 
began a soliloquy : Tis I, (said she,) who give wisdom ^ 
to infant s and idiots ; by me, children grow wiser than their 
parents; by me, beaux become politicians, and school-boys 20 
judges of philosophy ; by me, sophisters debate, and conclude 
upon the depths of knowledge ; and coffee-house wits, instinct 
by me, can correct an author’s style, and display his minutest 
errors, without understanding a syllable of his matter, or his 
language. By me, striplings spend their judgment, as they 25 
do their estate, before it comes into their hands. ’Tis I 
who have deposed wit and knowledge from their empire 
over poetry, and advanced myself in their stead. And shall 
a few upstart ancients dare to oppose me ? — But come, my 
aged parents, and you, my children dear, and thou, my 3 ° 
beauteous sister; let us ascend my chariot, and haste to 
assist our devout moderns, who are now sacrificing to us a 
hecatomb, as I perceive by that grateful smell, which from 
hence reaches my nostrils. 
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The goddess and her train having mounted the chariot 
which was drawn by tame geese, flew over infinite region'’ 
shedding her influence in due places, till at length Z 
arrived at her beloved island of Britain; but, in hoverin! 

5 over its metropolis, what blessings did she not let fall uuon 
her seminaries of Gresham and Covent Garden ! And now 
she reached the fatal plain of St. James’s library, at what 
time the two armies were upon the point to engage • where' 
entering with all her caravan unseen, and landing’ upon a 
io case of shelves, now desert, but once inhabited by a colony 

of virtuosos, she staid awhile to observe the posture of both 
armies. 

Buf here the tender cares of a mother began to fill her 
thoughts, and move in her breast: for, at the head of a troop 
i5 of modem bowmen, she cast her eyes upon her son Wotton; 
to whom the fates had assigned a very short thread. Wotton 
a young hero whom an unknown father of mortal race begot 
by stolen embraces with this goddess. He was the darlL 
of his mother above all her children, and she resolved to go 
*oand comfort him. But first, according to the good Id 

f! S tu* • eitieS ’ She CaSt a k° Ut t0 chan S e her sl) ape, for 
" he dmmty of her countenance might dazzle his mortal 
“ d 0V f char ^ e the rest ^ bis senses. She therefore 
, e LI \ v P h T PerSOn int0 an octavo compass : her body 

' thick h 1 6 / nd and ’ and SpHt in pieces with dryness ; the 
thick tu rned mt0 paste5oardj and the th . n . nto 

or t “• PUe ? and Children strewed a bhek juice, 
•, ° C 10n ^ ^ an ^ S00tj ^ 0rm * etters : her head, 
w Spl ““- ** ** PttaH™ f »™ = and that 
£ ™ r “ did still cento so. In 

“ *' ” ir “'d on to.strds the moderns, undistin- 

S“'* *■? “d dress from the divine Bentley, 
tn “ i Wotton, said the goddess^ 

7 OTt "and idle here, to spend their promt 
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ijjour, and opportunity of tin; day ? Away, let us haste to 
the generals, and advise to give the onset immediately. 
Havin'' spoke thus, she took the ugliest . 'flier monsters, hill 
glutted from her spleen, and dim- it invisibly into his mouth, 
which flyini' straight up into Ins head, squeezed out his eye- 5 
balls, gave "him a distorted look, and half overturned his 
brain. Then she pi h atch ordered two ut her helmed chil- 
dren, Pulness and Hi Manners, closely to attend his person 
mail encounters. Having tints accoutred him, she vanished 
in a mist, and the hero pen meed it was the goddess his 10 

mother, . „ 

The destined hour u f Ihm being now arrived, the fight 
be«an ; whereof, before I dare adventure to make a particular 
description, 1 nnist, after the example of other authors, 
petition for a hundred tongues, and months, and hands, and i 0 
pens, which would all be too little to perform so immense a 
work. Say, goddess, that presides! over history, who it was 
that first advanced in the field of battle ! Paracelsus, at the 
head of his dragoons, observing Galen in the adverse wing, 
darted his javelin with a mighty force, which the brave so 
ancient received upon his shield, the point breaking in tit 

second fold. * * * ' * ” * * 

. * * * * •* '* 

... 4 . # 4l * * * Hie pauca 

* * * ,, * * * desuut 25 

They bore the wuuudetl aga on their shields to his chario^ 


Desuut 

nonnulltu 


V- * 4 * * * r 

Then Aristotle, observing Bacon advance with a funous 
mien, drew hit*; bow to the head, and let f y ^ ar * * 
which missed the valiant modern, and went nmny * 
his head ; but Des Cartes it hit] the steel point quick y 
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found a _ defect in his head-piece: it pierced , . 
and the pasteboard, and went in at his right eye t' 
death" 6 , V the P ain whirled the valiant bowman round ! 

5 own vortex" "" "*** drew ^ “to his 

Ingens hiatus * * 

hie in MS. * * * * * 

* when Homer appeared at the head nftL 
cavalry, mounted on a furious horse, with difficulty managed 

^Lth ; but which n ° ° th - 

down aJ he/ V am ° ng the enmy ’ S ranks > and bore 
down all before him. Say, goddess, whom he slew first 

“m "M m ,! e h f W “ 5 ‘ ' ^ G ° ndib “ W 

Clad m heav >' armour, and mounted on a staid sober 
15 n0t so ^ d f- his speed as his docility 

g, whenever his rider would mount or alight He had 

t0 -f allas ’ that he would never leave the feid 

ad neve^ 150 ^ ^ ° f his -dman, Jh 

-strenX H Z* ^ nor understood his 

the mould S im H T er OTerthrw > horse and man, to 
Then with’ I 616 t0 be tram P led an d choked in the dirt, 
who fem v ?l V lr ’ hC Sl6W Denham ’ a stout “Oden:, 
but ffis” IV " S r Side dedVed his linea * e from Apollo,' 
25 earth* ThV 1 ^ ° f m ° rtal race - He fell > aild bit the 
but th e teWW ^ AP0I1 ° took > and mad€ h a star; 
Homer slew wl ay Wallowm s upon the ground Then 
took Perrault hV ey, Wlth a klc3c of bis horse’s heel; he 
bbn at ForVVn^ forCe ° Ut of his saddIe » then hurled 
5° their brains 6 ^ tke same bl° w dashing out both 

armour comWf °J ^ k ° rse ’ Virgil appeared, in shining 

a fi S V t0 ^ b ° dy : he TOS mouated « 

effect of the hint, * 6 downess of whose pace was an 
ghest mettle and v.Wr w* cast llis eye 
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&H the adverse wing, with a desire to find an object worthy 
.of his valour, when, behold, upon a sorrel gelding of a 
.monstrous si/e, appeared a foe, issuing from among tire 
{thickest of the enemy's squadrons ; but his speed was less 
than his noise ; for his horse, old and lean, spent the dregs 5 
of his strength in a high trot, which, though it made slow 
advances, yet caused a loud dashing of his armour, terrible 
to hear. The two cavaliers had now approached within the 
throw of a lance, when the stranger desired a parley, and, 
lifting up the vizard of his helmet, a face hardly appeared 10 
from within, which, after a pause, was known for that of the 
renowned Drydem The brave ancient suddenly started, as 
one possessed with surprise and disappointment together ; 
for the helmet was nine times too large for the head, which 
appeared situate far in the hinder part, even like the lady j 5 
in a lobster, or like a mouse under a canopy of state, or like 
a shrivelled beau# from within the penthouse of a modern 
periwig ; and the voice was suited to the visage, sounding 
weak and remote, Dryden, in a long harangue, soothed up 
the good ancient ; called him father, and, by a large de- 2c 


duction of genealogies, made it plainly appear that they 
were nearly related. Then he humbly proposed an ex- 
change of armour, as a lasting mark of hospitality between 
them, Virgil consented, (for the goddess Diffidence came 
unseen, and cast a mist before his eyes,) though his was of 25 
gold, and cost a hundred beeves, the other's but of rusty 
iron. However, this glittering armour became the modem 
yet worse than his own. Then they agreed to exchange 
horses ; but, when it came to the trial, Dryden was afraid, 
and utterly unable to mount, * * * 3 ° 


Alter hiatus 
in MS. 
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SeId ; l»«* a mi/hty S J„X. ' helist »”a 
h °rse j which destruction to stop ^ 

5 modern, (but one of the meiY J ! ?’ C Ckmore > a Sum 
himself, and darted zjJeUnZh^ T*™* opposed 
falling short of its mark struck / 3 hand > wllich ' 

Lucan threw a W ; but Su£? ” ^ Tk « 

turned off the point. Brave C8me Un3een - and 

io ceive some god protects you f ' ^ ^ 1 P* 
deceive me before - bu wE^f^ ^ “ y a ™ » 
god? Therefore let us ftif , Can contend with a 
each other. Lucan then^LtowS; but P resent ^ to 

IS r s ' and Biack — u"r dera a pair 0f 

Panca de - 
sunt * 


❖ 

* 


* 

* 

* 


* 

# 


* 

* 

* 


* 

* 


" » * «np*«£r »■> p^« 

begin a combat with a a , Glad was the «™lier to 
threatening loud- till . yin f foe > and Pursued the image, 
bower of his i olleL bv V* * the ^ 
2 5 assigned to his repose 8 *’ ^ Wh °“ he Was disarmed - a «d 
Then Pindar slew * 

f^ra the Amazon, light offol~ 3nd ° Wham ’ and ~ and 
lme ) but wheeling with mr nSVer advancin g in a direct 
a terrible slaughter amon/V 6 aglllt y and f orce, he made 
s° when Cowley obsemd f- light horse. Him 

him, and he advanced =„ h ’ S ge f erous heart burnt within 
his address, and pace aifd 1DSt ^ fierCe ancient > imitating 
his horse and his own ck'n^^’ aS Wel1 as the vi g° ur of 
cavaliers had approached ■ J° Uld aIlow - When the two 
PProached wrthm the length of three javelins, 
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first Cowley threw a lance, which missed Pindar, and, 
passing into the enemy’s ranks, fell ineffectual to the 
ground, Then Pindar darted a javelin so large and weighty, 
that scarce a dozen cavaliers, as cavaliers are in our de- 
generate days, could raise it from the ground ; yet he threw 5 
it with ease, and it went, by an unerring hand, singing 
through the air; nor could the modern have avoided 
present death, if he had not luckily opposed the shield, 
that had been given him by Venus. And now both heroes 
drew their swords ; but the modem was so aghast and 10 
disordered, that he knew not where he was fTCT sTiield 
dropped from his hands ; thrice he fled, and thrice he could 
not escape ; at last he turned, and lifting up his hands in 
the posture of a suppliant, Godlike Pindar, said he, spare 
my life, and possess my horse, with these arms, besides the 15 
ransom which my friends will give, when they hear I am 
alive, and your prisoner. Dog ! said Pindar, let your 
ransom stay with your friends ; but your carcass shall be 
left for the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field. 
With that he raised his sword, and, with a mighty stroke, 20 
cleft the wretched modern in twain, the sword pursuing the 
blow ; and one half lay panting on the ground, to be trod 
in pieces by the horses’ feet ; the other half was borne by 
the frighted steed through the field. This Venus took, 
washed it seven times in ambrosia, then struck it thrice 25 
with a sprig of amarant ; upon which the leather grew 
round and soft, and the leaves turned into feathers, and 
being gilded before, continued gilded still; so it became 
a dove, and she harnessed it to her chariot. * * 

* •* * * * Hia tus va I de de~ 30 

* * * * * flendus in MS. 
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Day being far spent, and the numerous forces of the 
moderns half inclining to a retreat, there issued forth from 
a squadron of their heavy-armed foot, a captain, whose name 
was Bentley, in person the most deformed of all the moderns; 

5 tall, but without shape or comeliness; large, but without 
k* strength or proportion. His armour was patched up of a thou- 
sand incoherent. pieces ; and the sound of it, as he marched, 
was loud and dry, like that made by the fall of a sheet of lead, 
which an Etesian wind blows suddenly down from the roof 
io of some steeple. His helmet was of old rusty iron, hut the 
vizard was brass, which, tainted by his breath, corrupted into 
copperas, nor wanted gall from the same fountain ; so that, 
whenever provoked by anger or labour, an atramentous r 
quality, of most malignant nature, was seen to distil from 
15 his lips. In his right hand he grasped a flail, and (that he 
might never be unprovided of an offensive weapon) a vessel 
full of ordure in his left. Thus completely armed, he ad- 
vanced with a slow and heavy pace where the modern chiefs 
were holding a consult- upon the 3 w ^°» as 

20 came onwards, laughed to behold his crooked leg and hump 
shoulder, which his boot and armour, vainly endeavouring 
to hide, were forced to comply with and expose. The 
generals made use of him for his talent of railing ; which, 
kept within government, proved frequently of great service 
2 5 to their cause, but, at other times, did more mischief than 
good; for, at the least touch of offence, and often without any 
at all, he would, like a wounded elephant, convert it against 
his leaders. Such, at this juncture, was the disposition of 
Bentley ; grieved to see the enemy prevail, and dissatisfied 
so with everybody’s conduct but his own. He humbly gave 
the modern generals to understand, that he conceived, with 
great submission, they were all a pack of rogues, and 
fools, and d — d cowards, and confounded loggerheads, and 
illiterate whelps, and nonsensical scoundrels ; that, if himself 



mf< farm 


r rm : /. wa \ y , 

had been constituted general, titter pavomiplw *us dom \ ihi* 
ancients, would, long before this, have hern beaten out * 4 " 
the field. Vuu, said he, sit here idle ; but when I, nr any 
other valiant modern, kill ;.m enemy* you are suit* to seize 
the spoil. But I wall not march one foot against the toe till *, 
you all swear to me, that whomsoever I take or kill, his arms 
I shall quietly possess. I tent ley having spoke thus, Healiger, 
bestowing him a sum look, M iscieutt! prater! said he, elo- 
quent only in thine own eves, thou raitesf without wit, or 
truth, or discretion. The malignity of thy temper perverfvfh *o 
nature; thy learning makes thee more barbarous, thy study 
of humanity more inhuman ; thy converse amongst poets 
more grovelling, miry, and dull. All arts of civilizing others 
render thee rude and untraetable ; courts have taught thee 
ill manners, and polite conversation hath finished thee a 15 
pedant. Besides, a greater coward bnrdeneth not the 
army. But never despond ; 1 pass my word, whatever 
spoil thou takes! shall certainly he thy own; though, I 
hope, that vile carcass will first become a prey to kites and 
worms. ao 

Bentley durst not reply ; but, half choked with spleen 
and rage, withdrew, in full resolution of performing some 
great achievement With turn, for his aid and companion, 
he took his beloved Wot ton ; resolving* by policyj ar surprise, 
to attempt some neglected quarter of the ancients’ army* 25 
They began their march over carcasses of their slaughtered 
friends ; then to the right of their own forces ; then wheeled 
northward, till they came to Aldrovandus’s tomb, which they 
passed on the side of the declining sun. And now they 
arrived, with fear, toward the enemy’s out-guards; looking 30 
about, if haply they might spy the quarters of the wounded, 
or some straggling sleepers, unarmed, and remote from the 


VJd, Homer, de Themte, 



%%4 SELECTIONS FROM SWIFT, 

rest. As when two mongrel curs, whom native greediness 
and domestic want provoke and join in partnership, though 
fearful, nightly to invade the folds of some rich grazier, they, 
with tails depressed, and lolling tongues, creep soft and slow; 

5 meanwhile, the conscious moon, now in her zenith, on their 
guilty heads darts perpendicular rays; nor dare they bark, 
though much provoked at her refulgent visage, whether seen 
in puddle by reflection, or in sphere direct ; but one surveys 
the region round, while the t’other scouts the plain, if haply 
io to discover, at distance from the flock, some carcass half 
devoured, the refuse of gorged wolves, or ominous ravens. 

So marched this lovely, loving pair of friends, nor with less 
fear and circumspection, when, at distance, they might 
perceive two shining suits of armour hanging upon an oak, 

15 and the owners not far off, in a profound sleep. The two 
friends drew lots, and the pursuing of this adventure fell to 
Bentley ; on he went, and, in his van, Confusion and Amaze, 
while Horror and Affright brought up the rear. As he came 
near, behold two heroes of the ancients' army, Phalaris and 
20 ASsop, lay fast asleejo: Bentley would fain have dispatched R „ 
them both, and, stealing close, aimed his flail at Phalariss'P 
breast. But then the goddess Affright interposing, caught 
the modern in her icy arms, and dragged him from the danger 
she foresaw ; both the dormant heroes happened to turn at 
25 the same instant, though soundly sleeping, and busy in a 
dream. For Phalaris was just that minute dreaming how 
a most vile poetaster had lampooned him, and* how he had 
got him roaring in h is bu ll. And A£sop dreamed, that, as 
he and the ancient chiefs were lying on the ground, a wild 
30 ass broke loose, ran about, trampling and kicking in their 
faces. Bentley, leaving the tw T o heroes asleep, seized on 
both, their armours, and withdrew in quest of his darling 
Wotton, 

fie, in the meantime, had wandered long in search of 
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some enterprize, till at length he arrived at a small rivulet, 
that issued from a fountain hard by, called, in the language 
of mortal men, Helicon. Here he stopped, and, parched 
'with thirst, resolved to allay it in this limpid stream. Thrice 
with profane hands he essayed to raise the water to his lips, 5 
and thrice it slipped all through his fingers. Then he 
stooped prone on his breast, but, ere his mouth had kissed 
the liquid crystal, Apollo came, and, in the channel, held 
his shield betwixt the modern and the fountain, so that he 
drew up nothing but mud. For, although no fountain oh 10 
earth can compare with the clearness of Helicon, yet there- 
lies at bottom a thick sediment of slime and mud; for 
so Apollo begged of Jupiter, as a punishment to those 
who durst attempt to taste it with unhallowed lips, and 
for a lesson to all not to draw too deep or far from the 15 
spring. 

At the fountain-head, Wotton discerned two heroes ; the 
one he could not distinguish, but the other was soon known 
for Temple, general of the allies to the ancients. His back 
was turned, and he was employed in drinking large draughts 2c 
in his helmet from the fountain, where he had withdrawn 
himself to rest from the toils of the war. Wotton observing 
him, with quaking knees, and trembling hands, spoke thus 
to himself: Oh that I could kill this destroyer of our army, 
what renown should I purchase among the chiefs 1 but to 21 
issue out against him, man for man, shield against shield, 
and lance against lance,, what modem of us dare? For he 
fights like a god, and Pallas, or Apollo, are ever at his elbow. 

But, Oh mother ! if what Fame reports be true, that I am 
the son of so great a goddess, grant me to hit Temple with s< 
this lance, that the stroke may send him to hell, and that I 
may return in safety and triumph, laden with his spoils. 

The first part of this prayer, the gods granted at the inter- 
cession of his mother and of Momus ; but the rest, by a 

rv ‘ 
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perverse wind sent from Fate was scattered in the air. Then 
Wotton grasped his lance, and, brandishing it thrice over 
his head, darted it with all his might; the goddess, his 
mother, at the same time, adding strength to his arm. 

5 Away the lance went hizzing, and reached even to the belt 
of the averted ancient, upon which lightly grazing, it fell 
$0 the ground. Temple neither felt the weapon touch 
him, nor heard it fall; and Wotton might have escaped to 
his army, with the honour of having remitted his lance 
10 against so great a leader, unrevenged; but Apollo, enraged 
. that a javelin, flung by the assistance of so foul a goddess,^ 
should pollute his fountain, put on the shape of — , and 
softly came to young Boyle, who then accompanied Temple : 
he pointed first to the lance, then to the distant modern 
15 that flung it, and commanded the young hero to take im- 
mediate revenge. Boyle, clad in a suit of armour, which 
had been given him by all the gods, immediately advanced 
against the trembling foe, who now fled before him. As a 
young lion in the Libyan plains, or Araby desert, sent by 
20 his aged sire to hunt for prey, or health, or exercise, he 
scours along, wishing to meet some tiger from the mountains, 
or a furious boar ; if chance, a wild ass, with brayings im- 
portune, affronts his ear, the generous beast, though loathing 
to destain his claws with blood so vile, yet, much provoked 
25 at the offensive noise which Echo, foolish nymph, like her 
ill-judging sex, repeats much louder, and with more delight 
than Philomela's song, he vindicates the honour of the 
forest, and huSk the noisy long-eared animal. So Wotton (, 
fled, so Boyle pursued. > But Wotton, heavy-armed, and 
50 slow of foot, began to slack his course, when his lover, 
Bentley, appeared, returning laden with the spoils of the two 
sleeping ancients. Boyle observed him well, and soon dis- 
covering the helmet and shield of Phalaris, his friend, both 
which he had lately with his own hands new polished and 
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gilded ; rage sparkled in Ids eyes, nnd, leaving his pursuit after 
Wotton, he furiously rushed on against tin's new approaches 
Fain would lie he revenged <m both; but both now fled 
^different ways : ami, as a woman in a little house that gets 
a painful livelihood by spinning ; if chance her geese be » 
scatferecT o’er the common, she courses round the plain 
from side to side, compelling here and there the stragglers 
to the flock ; they cackle loud, and flutter o'er the champaign. 

So Boyle pursued, so fled tin's pair of friends; finding at 
length their flight was vain, they bravely joined, and drew 
themselves in pjmjiiux, First Bentley threw a spear with 
all his force, hoping to pierce the enemy’s breast ; but 
Pallas came unseen, and in the air took off the point, and 
(dapped on one of lead, which, after a dead bang against the 
enemy’s shield, fell blunted to the ground. Then Boyle, 15 
observing well his time, took a lance of wondrous length 
and sharpness ; and, as this pair of friends compacted, stood 
close side to side, he wheeled him to the right, and, with 
unusual force, darted the weapon. Bentley saw his fate 
approach, and flanking down his arms close to his ribs, 20 
hoping to save his body, in went the point, passing through 
arm and side, nor stopped or spent its force, till it had also 
pierced the valiant Wotton, who, going to sustain his dying 
friend, shared his fate. As when a skilful cook has trussed 
a brace of woodcocks, he, with iron skewer, pierces the 25 
tender sides of both, their legs and wings close pinioned to 
their ribs ; so was this pair of friends transfixed, till down 
they fell, joined in their lives, joined in their deaths; so| 
closely joined, that Charon will mistake them both for j 
one, and waft them over Styx for half his fare. Farewell, ; 
beloved, loving pair ! few equals have you left behind : and 
happy and immortal shall you be, if all my wit and elo- 
quence can make yon. 

Q 3 
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And, now 

* * 


■* 

■f* 
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* * 

* * 


* * * 
Desunt ccetera. 


* * 

* * 


•* 

* 

* 



THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS. 

■ i 9 7 t ? . ■ i. The Bookseller to the Reader. Unlike the introductory 
notices to the Talc of a Tub, this short preface seems not to be the 
work of Swift. It must have been written after 1703, when Charles 
Boyle became Earl of Orrery ; but Swift seems to have added very 
ittle to either treatise after 1697 or 1698. The note contains none 
of the characteristic marks of his style, and he probably left the book- 
seller to employ some hack for the purpose. Throughout the Battle 
of the Books Swift’s style is rather more careful and regular than 
in most of his work. 

1 . 4. the former, i. e. the Tale of a Tub . 

1 B 8 , 1 . r. IV. Wotton (1666-1736), of St. Catherine’s College, 
Cambridge, was noted in his earliest youth as a prodigy of learning. 
E e 2 
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1, ro nc to introduce the pre- 
. L * 9 ' V'dZ ul'a in this instance, he has adde 

position at the q- p> h<«, hit* 

°1«T! l l U 8 b Ct !>• ;**; u . a wor d not infrequently found in 

~i 1 1. h>s .nmmu , f# p . «j04, h a)- . f 

c TfV d vv and in the pn;c<jdm£ •* * observe the omission ot 

— te "' ,da ':: 

Observe the sel>ui.iU<>», ' 

1 ,C, i. rt // (*nr/ <‘V/‘ <r< *' v alc > , rf 

mink. . | j,, vu them character and meaning. 

> m i n , h> inform Uiwh™ h 1 "- 

finffia iit/orwana, Pj ^ elementary principle of®^ by the 

1. to. i*'f* lU n lC not ion is first suggested ^ 

thC ‘ 1>UV -f t l e iWn «.^ -here the ^^^d sepulchres, 

M,UOnrePr0 ' 

Lingering, and sllt ' ng . jL that it loved,’ &c- ^ ^ 

,? U,th M :JTe Platonist, in his ‘lately 

Or. Henry More, uw fiS the notion facilitate the 

(Bk. 11 . Ch. xvi), quamtly «5 „ e wly dead, ^ them 

dead, or as fresh as lho« a re gone, a rate.’ 

appearance ot the S0U ^ tricksW hen they can do it a ^ of t i ie 

(i.e. the> ghosts) to pl»y thinks they are not teries as 

SirT. Brown ^‘/ of devils,’ who choose the his 

dead, ‘but unquet w»te ^ Devil on *« 

‘ dormitories of the dead, ^ Digby , m te° and repro- 
spoils and troph.es. b.r ft- ra *er than Brow. 

Relido Medici, leans to Moie s 
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duces the - idea of Plato, that those < terrene » _ , 

of their bodies with affection to the thing's thevT/ < ^° out 

appear in ‘ cemeteries and charnel-houses * ^ ^ behmd them / 

^ . 

•4 «? t£"„ :f,x\ ‘z “= 

Books of controversy are to be bound hv th ? Und 1X1 Jlbrane s* 

not considered necessary in the case ff !? bains ’ wbi ch Were 

(Cf. p. 156 , 1. 19.) y the Ca$e of books ° f tte modern taste. 

and AristofeSfwas olTin whkhS^Yr *' Pktonists 

which, probably, he knew very l£tle ^e intr T ““T*** “ d ° f 
merely to illustrate the struaeles Ww nt [ oduces thls episode 
many of those to whomterfts l ** M a fa «’ 

pugners of mediaeval Aristotelianism. yWere “° ted aS im - 

1-27 ■ eight hundred years n„ t o„, 
century : and it is curious that Swift ° Un ® S * us Wrote In the *4th 
the preceding eight hundred years to p“^ 3SS ' S " the su P re macy of 
the period from the decay of Pht * ? ' ? hey reaIIy covered 

revival in the r 4 th. y ° mSm W tlle 6th <*ntmy to its 

1. 30. polemics = polemical or controversial works 
office in 1694. * ntiey ,who was appointed to the 

Phalaris, where he com l ' e 0 bls edition of the Letters of 

conduct of Bentlev •»? '* ° f What he deemed churlisf 

keeping with “" aeXlon witb the loan of a MS., as 'in 

humanitate sua ) Human D P- tl0n of cour tesy ’ ( pro singulan 

il as 'humanity ’-thus 11 , „■ f B ® " ? ys °PPonents to ‘English’ 
a boor. p ym ® dlat be was a savage as well as 

ness of tL wrilfn« PhakriS atld A ' SOp ’ the spurious- 

of the Dissertation. these tW0 havin & been the chief topic 

their speculatio^ns^tofthe tesT^r * bringing b ack (themselves or 

205 , 1. ro art test of Practice, 
di^fmore than once* confusion of place among all the books. Bentley 

excusing occasional diffi™Tv 'f ^ ““ ° f the iibra ™ aa 

refers to this, and offersTn unL ' T l ° M5S " and Swift P^aMy 
an uncomplimentary explanation of it. 
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l, 22. //;<: 5 ar« /fW Mu* tax. This was a popular class-book of 

tic day, much in use as a book lor the moral instruction of children, 
pit is curious that Switt should name it as a representative of the 
Moderns, : A nee the original cmnpilation is traced back to Sandabar, 

■. Chief of the Indian ih.ihnnn:., n hu is said to have lived before the 
, Christian era. It was critainly id' Eastern origin ; and, from Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin versum:., spread all over Europe, being translated 
into every hum u.igr. it is a slung of stories hanging upon a con- 
trivance like that of the Amiuan Aights, and contains some tales 
that have! obtained mormon:. vogue. Amongst others, that of Gelert, 
the faithful lumml, which has located itself in Wales, is first found in 
this compilation. 

1 . 2.{. ll'ithos. Hus spelling of the name of George Wither 
(1588 1667/ occurs in the first edition, and has been repeated in all 
others. It occurs again on p. 212, 1. ex ; and the same spelling is 
found in Oldham, in his Satire dissuading from Poetry, and in Dry- 
den's Dedication of the A mad. Probably Wither 's adherence to 
the Parliamentary side in the time of the Rebellion was sufficient, 
without any thought of his literary defects, to account lor his 
being joined in a sarcastic reference with Swift’s uniorgiven enemy, : 
Dryden. 

1 . 31. consisting chiefly of tight * horse, heavy -armed foot , and wier- 
emtuies. The enumeration does not quite agree with that on p. 212. 
But in both cases the light ho* sc are the poets, other than epic; the 
foot are the historians ; while mercenaries seem to be those who have 
little interest in the points of the struggle, but, from the accident of 
their date, fight on the side of the Moderns. 

I. 33. their horses. The previous clause makes this almost 
absurd, were it not that Swift’s elliptical habit requires us to supply 
the sense by referring the present clause to the light-horse. 

200, 1. 14. The note is original, and refers to the paradox that the 
Moderns could claim superiority in point of ancient descent and more 
prolonged experience. Cf. Hobbes’s Answer to Davenant’s Preface 
to Gondibai : * I honour antiquity, but that which is commonly called 
old time is young timed 

207 , 1 . 1. Temple happened to hear them. Temple had introduce 
the dispute from France into England, 

h 33 - Bcelaebnb* The god of files# 

208 , 1 . 17. pruned himself. Cleared his wings of cobweb, as a 
bird preparing for flight smooths his ruffled plumage. Cf. Shake- 
speare, Cymbtlim, Act v. Sc. 4'—* -speaking of Jove’s eagle— 

<his royal bird 

Prunes the immortal wing and cloys his beak. 
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if. »..*n n »"! * ■. 9 *i*ikwi mid m 1 u 

Wr'ijii*! | r if., )|||« * . *' ill being 
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,lc 'er r, " *‘ w l . C4Kl MS, ° 

«l«| wi „, r ‘ ,l,r ' book lim ,j . ," " l “ Hut we C*n 

book* *£*"*■ W '’ rs,i 1,1 **« .« d ,u ">- li «‘ ‘hey 

sir str 

do® 1 : ‘ ?■ lh,,t «*«*, Ar „ / 1 ""““tf" m *« 

the 'ovww»#„«. 1 ' bl " ,h «t twittr.,., f , V U ’ ,hcrc » no 

and enJ^. " * f,rK,e *' *m» not ?. ' * r «Jf«hr, It is 

°* «*•'. and «ur„r,|| 1 U1 "hich feeds 

the fol o tZ^r* » ?J L T r um Hm ,h » » e «nd 

* #nd * n «ndtrm,.' ‘ 4 '* " ,c l w »« *l»«* construction front 


il'f " ! U ‘ r 1 wlilr “tlion gives 

- ; ! r o :'^ 

* and p. 311( 

hf,Zn* n ' ml " i 

* '-ii listers to be th, 

•■viV',ri ";t* 4i,,mst in °w 
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I, f *!♦ dt ■■■( ok iu.fi t, hi thr .»cir>c of ‘ discrimination/ 

I. *3. /*v n rffiit «/ the n gent's humanity. Another refer* 

eijee to the uuiguUiuu kunmwta* «d Ikntley, and his office of Royal 
librarian. See p. U. 34 ,mhJ *>■; notes). 

: 211, 1, 5. It A hut tfi adjust ail we have to do is to adjust. 

; : v "l. 30. n’hhh. 1'iu-re i:», ul oet purpose, some indcffiiiteness about 
this relative. It seems to refer both to the satire of the Moderns, and 
.to the poison o 1 th c : : | > it I e i ■ ' . 

.2|5h 1. 7. the /.'*.'«/ noblest of things, whit A are sweetness and light* 
A Whatever the jimr.t origin of this famous phrase (revived in our 
own day hy Mr. Matthew Arnold.. Swift has made it distinctively his 
Sown, It seems likely that the conjunction of qualities was taken 
from the advice to the pedant m Lucians Lexiptmues, Makuna hi 
$kXhpHJi ml * .Sacrifice chiefly to the Graces and to Per- 

spicuity, ’ ‘which,* the adviser goes cm, ‘have now altogether forsaken 
you/ The phrase is cited in Boyle’s Answer to Bentley's Dissertation 
(1698}, which was chiefly written by Atlerbury. But it is quite as 
likely that the citation was suggested by Swift (who may, like others, 
have contributed to the Answer as that he borrowed it from thence, 
l’he passage in landau curiously illustrates Swifts attitude. The 
pedant is told not to imitate the latest fashions of the Sophists 
: v (Swift’s Moderns) but * to follow with seal the old models/ 

1 . 14. consults for * consultations/ Cf. Dry den, in the Dedication to 
King Arthur, where he says the friends of Charles II were not only 
boon companions, but ; able to advise him in a serious consult’; and 
the closing line of Famdise Lost, Book I, ‘the great consult began/ 
See also p, 222 , 1. 19. 

I. i 9 - die home. Cf. p. 200 , l 31 (note). 

1 . 20. Ihydm and Withers* Coupled together again, as on 
p. 200, I. 23. 

Lsa, Ih'spnaux. Nicolas Boileau. Sieur Desprdaux (idsS" 1 ? 11 )? 
is named by Swift with as little sarcastic intention as is aimed at 
Cowley, Boiieai/s work was, indeed, all on the side for which 
Swift was lighting; and he not only ridiculed the pretension, put 
forward on his behalf, of being superior to Horace, but strove con- 
sistently for all those principles of criticism which the ancient 
models have inspired. 

f 1. aa. the bowmen^ the philosophers. 

L 33. Dm Cartes* Gassendi, and Hobbes. 1 hese are probably 
chosen as representative names, without any special reference to 
their views. We have already found how numerous are Swifts 
citations from Descartes, in whose system he seems to have been 
interested, although his way of speaking of it is occasionally hai - 
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// mf v.s it'Mt mi 7/*/; 

t'imvmmb n »>5 was a drvuul French Churchman, 

who held a hading jibi-.r amidst the nir »ul 4m) physical philosophers 
*4 hi::, ijiiy Ur. wrvftr l hr mlndmftm Aristotelian ism; against 

the C*haUr,v% ; ami was Mt shat ply divided hum some of Descartes’ 
views, that I u;* own bdl«wrrii h*rtucd * school of philosophy as dis* . 
Ibiguhbcd tivuu thr t uulr^witn i*u lion sly enough, although his 
views w#rr essentially thtfrirttt iitsm those ot Hobbes, with whom 
hwut now ranges him. the two had a mutual ripped tor one another, 
anil i’ui'i , cii|iaitn.)r.tlt I'lMbhrs is mtinctl by Swift as fre- 

<pnp fitly a* 

I, tk Mf Hhit *| f iC'tHimii* , Swift Y memory has betrayed him 
here. The iiieulrwl occur* m thr writ -known description of the 
Chimes in the yih A$tm J t and the arrow- was that of Acestas* Swift 
has tuiiMencd ft, t*» thr inter books, where thr meeting of Kvamicr 
ami Aeneas, ami their albaner, arc fteserihnt, 

1, 117, fonmghi #t 0/ stmk* fat Jtittgm from (he 

m$ ttjy #/ #%Jmfm . Ur tern to the despised chemical export- • 

meats of Tiraeehtss ami his hftlmvers, Ihiracelsus was a native of 
Bwiuerhttuh amt hmer m »«td tw came imm thr Alpine heights of 
Ktmcti*, which corrcapond* to the Austrian Tyrol. 

1 . if. writers. 

i. 30, Mmvv, whose discovery of the circulation of the blood 
was disparaged hy Temple, 

*%% the title «! a principal officer of the 'Turkish jammries. 
m« i« t. Jmi % #// the historians, They 

(tterceftftrica* be«u»e they light fr«m aeritfoitl mt the side 
of the Modcma, having no interest at the hi niggle, amt writing, most 
of them, ia Latin. 

L a, Brnm^tm (1489' *5^0), the Florentine statesman and 
liMorimi* who wrote, In Italian, a lengthy history of Italy in his own 
day, Buecallnl (see p. |I t l 0 tells a story of a Spartan citizen, 
Who, having said In three word* what might have been said in two, 
was sentenced to puniahntett, hot offered tfw alternative of reading 
Guicciardini** history of the Plaan war, lit retd the ft rat few pages ; 
but then begged for the severest puniahment, *0 » to escape from a 
coa&mxatfoB of the dreary task, 

(i$76**f&»3), an Indian, who took service under 
Hengy IV of France, and wrote the bimw d*tt* $u**r* <w%* & 
Fmanh, detahlng the ttrogglei in France in the latter half of the 
w» century, 

Potydow Ft»^f (*470-1555), of Italian birth, settled in 
^ngland m % Churclrman, and btcaxna involved in disputes with 
wrote a history, entitled Hmtmm dngtm* 
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Buchanan 1506 r yBai wrute, in Latin, his history of Scot- 
land. His vwll known opposition to the regimen of women made 
Mm an easy object at aH,wk in the reign of Queen Anne. 

Aia/inna J33O io.?.| , a Spanish Jesuit, who wrote, in 
Latin, a hi'-t-uv oi Spain, arid whr^e defence of tyrannicide earned 
for him, it may hr. Swill', dreper ermtrmpt. 

1 » 3 * Cwtihden, a miv-pdlmg for Camden, repeated in all the 
editions, Hr was the well known antiquarian historian (1551-1623), 
author of the Ihihwunt, also in Latin, 

The engineers ■ mathematicians, 

k 4* Reghmumitmus, a German mathematician and natural 
philosopher 1*436 1476% whoso mum* of M tiller was thus Latinized 
:: from KOnigsbcrg, his birthplace, 

Wit him m 614-1 07a: is evidently treated by Swift as a 
typical representative of the Royal Society, to whose transactions 
he contributed much that was whimsical and quaint rather than 
scientific, although he attained some distinction as a mathematician, 
He shewed a reumrkabli* power of conforming to political change, 
having married Cromwells sister ami yet been appointed Bishop of 
Chester by Charles H. 

1 , 5, Status, Aquinas, ami BtUarmine . Scotus and Aquinas are 
named ns typical leaders in the Scholastic philosophy. BeUannine, 
the great Jesuit (1542 1621), is joined with them, as being a theolo- 
gian of the Catholic Church, although otherwise he had little in 
common with them. In the 17th century he was taken as the 
typical defender of Catholicism against Protestantism, 

L B. m/onev, soldiers* servants hence the disorderly rout of 

camp-followers. 

L 8. V Estrange, or Le&trnnge. See p, 177 , L 5 (note). 

I 15* nmttU Gerard Voss of Leyden (1577-1649) was a man 
of wide classical learning, who obtained, in England, the patronage 
of Laud, and whose non, with less learning and a less reputable 
character, became Canon of Windsor in the days of Charles II. 

L ai. among the gods, she always tells truth ,—' which she does 
not elsewhere. Cf. p. 68, 1. 24 (note). 

L st 7, Momm, the god of jealous mockery. In Hesiod s Theo- 
gany (3x4) we read that 4 Night produced Destiny and Black Fate, 
and Sleep and the tribe of Dreams » . , and Moraus and bitter Care. 
Plato, in the Republic, uses the word as a proverbial personification, 
of carping criticism. But Swift, doubtless, had in his mind Lucian s 
Assembly of the Gods, where Monms is the principal spokesman, 
and accuses all the gods in turn, not excepting Zeus himself, of 
various crimes. He confesses himself to be 1 free of tongue and 



v sirm\ 


j iS 

i.fl. Xn JUm li: - O H! ' At thr dn*.* Z # . ||r , tells fcfo 

Hu*; Oo-jv < ^ l tit t it i well to nip m 

Hw hud w? <g • “ 1 -"-3 ’ ,-'* 1 '*1 n m- i therefore, ttie Spirit cl 

ft **, v 1 1 ' . 1 **» Swift intends 

in. |u mtri' ihrii u-^tf rv uu; >\hr. i-v«s that a eonHderable step 
1 ft /l ft 1 -a 4 

4 Jii|I ft HjHful .nni-’ f ftif'-xu* , m.nl I *4, mik'd by mmld nw 
if,vj Jsnh !>* n ml-,. Ht. v.;: Kendm Highy\ Ohwmitmvt cm Bmwnfe 
ftVVh* Aifofo », ‘AH o^veatd cut' nm*.urtrmft whose highest link, 


port.* mv |*t r fitly, n !»- fop:Jr*A chair, and the lowest is 

ttvrflrd tw every mdh idn=*i <.m earth 

I sift. /i;ifi»»4*r.#, fov /oftu* »•**! 1’ fo,- ^1(7, \i\ cr, p. V>U t L a8 

font** 

"4.41*# I in't 1 / ii ifftw ft- Swill here forgets the tir- . 

romvtitnrrv, and give* the frin t»* 1m ’^ituc in its full force, Had he 
rrtwe where d tbcf.r hr yunld hardly* even tit derision, 

have K$:«**kc.tt ihwv <4 the «•: Charley I'foylr, who. scarcely 

inure than a m hi "Ifo v, had >»ih*ir i » tuft.*? h* Ifonth-y, Whatever 
Ilnttlry wm t run even hi*. h»i| »*■?•>*•';! »- nr. my rmdd have described him 
4i*i m» * itthtft! / u * fcHioolfmv-/ > <v a * *m'hrr -fomne wit/ 

> /*/*«» **t mni fV^vii# The houses of the Royal 

Society and of thr rf^for Jioo^r \vd;v, 

I. II, Str.tf Jh 104. I.. «# Ijlftft'u 

UH\ l I n Mm, ftUmfon Ualrmb, Ml IforgatHUm ;>. Ih 1,30^00), 
prtimpH thr »u •■! mr»ti>at #utfomo, am* mg 4 the uin’U nK 

I, aft I hr l.fihk »* Jrit jo> baftS hfs ,1 0’tr Swift neither felt 
'Jiidmed it«r r|imhftr.d to di«o-iw?» thr rrtatiMm hetw**ert tlie different . 
'medical, aidhaiita^ of trxm% imr*. Mr wan not, indeed,, so fitted 
for the scientific di*et!*«fo» m thr dopiird \V*:*ut»n, whose treatment 
of that part of thr »nhjr*l m full ami carrft.*l , hmvcvtrr inept. The 
«|* »er p *ilit, I, ;|o v ! ft» Itnrvry ami thr h» *% Wank must therefore 
he aupptMued to covet the ittridctdi of the fight from l%fiieekws to 
Harvey* ami the firemsd hUofc ihr«r irron Harvey downwards, 

*«Ul#,h 5« wrttx, a |I. 165,1. m note , 
h 6, This hiatus rovers the ofirntOft of the fight, between the 
horsemen, 

l 13, GoMtdmti wm an heroic ptwm, written hy Sir William 
Davensnt in 1650. It \% compo^rd in rhymed (jimtndnH, and upon 
the taste of our own day leaves n*» other impression than that of un* 
paralleled 4nla«it» lint In the ryrn nf the author and his friends it 
seemed an attempt of the Writ importance, Not only did it earn the 
unstinted win of Waller and Cowley, hut It was ushered *n fey a 
tedious ant! obaesrs preface, addrewnl to Hobbes, In which the 
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errors of previous epic poets were set forth, and in which the 
ambitious purposes oi the writer, and his determination to avoid such 
flights of imagination as !te thinks have vitiated other epics, are 
explained. He is not always consistent with himself: for while he 
hopes that the rhymed verse will enable it, with the more ease, to be 
recited at village feasts, he yet professes to write, not for the common 
taste of mankind, but for those whom he calls ‘necessary men/ i. e. 
men of light and leading. Hobbes answers the preface by stating his 
testimony * briefly thus ; 1 never yet saw poem, that had so much 
shape of art, health of morality, and vigour and beauty of expression, 
as this of yours.* Such is the worth of contemporary literary criti- 
cism judged by the standards of another age. The poem did not 
escape some satirical attacks, and its reception generally seems not 
to have answered Davcnant’s hopes so far as to encourage him to 
complete it ; but he consoles himself with the thought that the fame 
denied by his own age will be accorded by posterity ; and Hobbes 
adhered to Ms own opinion in its favour, even after the attacks of the 
wits. Rymer was more chary of his praise, but still thought that 
there ran * something roughly noble through the whole.’ 

1. 22. Denham . Sir John Denham (1615-1668) was one who 
deserved, what lie here obtains from Swift, the recognition of a cer- 
tain true literary gift. By some of the best critics of the day when 
t he Battle of the Books was written, Denham was held to share with 
Cowley and Waller the merit of having moulded the poetic diction of 
England : and the distinctive quality ascribed to him is shewn by 
Pope’s lines (Essay on Criticism) - 

* And praise the easy vigour of a line 
Where Denham’s strength and Waller’s sweetness join/ 

His poem on Cooler's Hill— which has yielded at least the hackneyed 
quotation, against the currency of which Swift, in one of his poems, 
feels it needful to protest, ‘Oh, could I flow like thee/ &c.— is that by 
which his name is chiefly remembered. It has no real epic cha- 
racter : and although it contains an occasional foretaste of the vigour 
of expression which Drydcn was to bring to perfection, it has 
scarcely any other quality which would recommend it to the taste of 
our own day. A short poem on the death of Cowley (whom Den- 
ham outlived only by a year) is more graceful and deft in workman- 
ship, Compared with Gondihert , his work justified the half-divine 
descent with which Swift credits him. 

I 27. Wesley (Samuel, 1662-1735) was Rector of Epworth in 
Lincolnshire. He is chiefly remembered as the father of John and 
Charles Wesley. But in Swift’s day he had attained some little note 
as the author of some poems, including one whose title is enough to 
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shew iH character, 7 * 4 / /o/r vf f’hrr-i, tut i ieuw i\mn. Garth hat* 
gihtirted him in n couplet in the lh ■/enwev ■ 

* Ibid Wr'ilry never imurd m vrpte to please 
\\V bad iu«s ranked bun with our Op.ilbys,' 

I. all, / W rjuU 1 'linrlu-’t wan one of the earliest de*\. 

fVmierv t*f the Modern* m France,, nnd. with Fonte nolle , is cited as : 
one of the leader* on that cute of the etmiroversy, by Wotton, •' 
Ilem**? Swift*?* attack upon I hr m both. From his earliest youth 
Terra tilt luitl a love of ermfroveryv, which he rtimobitcd by voracious 
ami *!!•• regulated midmg. In ths.17 It in poem on /,<* Sikk <k Louis k 
iitMwi provoked ridicule by jh extravagant chums cm behalf of the 
Moderns Between ttfffS ami tfioR hr published, m 4 vote, a PmalUk 
tits /i miens ft mV.*, Mwfenw. The* birrary freak was only one phase 
of tun mental tendency, which was essentially directed against 
authority, II is eotitrovmi.il works are forgotten, lint bis (jmtes ties 
Pen has been n favourite with gen era firms of children. 

1 , ao, Pmkmih . Bernard dr Movin' de, 1657-17571 wan a 
nephew of Corneille, ami hence was early in life directed towards 
literature, Like iVrrmtlt , be look the Modern side in the con- 
trovwy against Btetenn and Ravine, moved thereto partly by an 
utter absence of any germ of Ufrutt* taste, and partly by the restless 
spirit of free thought m which he anticipated the epoch into which 
his own old age rtf ended, Irreverence, bred of a certain intellectual 
acuteness and intrepidity, was twt mitigated in Fotiteoelle by any 
real interest in, or sympathy with, what wm great in literature. 

h 33* ihe M tvhme pitee, What fared Tennyson has tie* 

scribed m Virgil’s * ocean roll of rhvihm/ 

..w 15, Me ike {mbit* it i^iniet, sreuin to refer to the fancied 
likeness to a huly\ brad in 4 hood detected in one part of the 
lobster 1 * shell, 

I. 19, i>t tt imig kmm^ne. In ibyden’s (Vrhminury f disserta- 
tions introducing hi* tfirndafom of the Aomti, he undertakes the 
defence, of Virgil* who. So* says, with Spenser in Fuglish* has been 
hi* Master, DrydenH tfand,d»»m was only published in *697* the 
year in which Swift wm writing, 

1 , 95, ibtwgh ft fa mis ttf #«/*/, An original note says * Vitk 
Homer,* The passage referred to is that in the SiMh Hook, where 
Glaucus exchanges hi* armour of gold, worth a hundred beeves, for 
Btatned’a armour of bras*, worth nine beeves, 
mu. Lnmw* Although Swift's word* on the preceding page 
shew that ha knew how to apprec iate Virgil as the * wiehter of the 
noblest measure ever moulded by the tips of man,* lie yrt sympathises 
whh the taste of his own age in Ida admiration of the rhetorical »m- 



petuosity of Luc mi’s style, and perhaps insufficiently observed those 
■■■defects which have caused Lucan’s fame to decay. Swift’s description 
of Lucan s style, however, is apt, and implies some hint of con- 
demnation. According to Quintilian, Lucan was a model for the 
. imitation of orators as much as for that of poets, 

L 4. Hlmhmre, CL p, 177 , L 5 (note). In the Rhapsody on 
Poetry f Swift, who had by that time, perhaps, imbibed more of the 
contempt felt by Pope and his faction for Blackmore, speaks of 
Blackmore with more sweeping condemnation, as the successor to 
FI eekn oe’s ero wn * 

l 5. one of the mercenaries, CL p. 213 , 1 . 1 (note). It is difficult 
to say why Blackmore is named here as a mercenary. It may mean 
that he wrote with no natural bias to Moderns or Ancients, but 
took his place amongst the Moderns from interested motives rather 
than from taste. 

h 8 , JEscuhipins, as the patron of physicians— that being the 
profession of Blackmore. 

b 19. Creech. Thomas Creech (1659-1700) belonged to Wadham 
College, Oxford, and afterwards obtained a Fellowship at All Souls. 
His translation of Lucretius, published in 1682, obtained wide popu- 
larity, and, with his later annotated edition of the text, earned him 
considerable respect from judges of weight. He followed this up by 
numerous other translations, one of which especially— that of Ju- 
venal’s r$th Satire— won the admiration of Warton. In 1684 he 
essayed that task which has proved a pitfall to so many — a verse 
translation of Horace. The fact that it was dedicated to Dryden 
would not lessen Swift’s readiness to satirize it: but it was poor 
enough to deserve all the contempt which the episode here 
described implies, Creech committed suicide in 1700. 

h 24. Ogteby. John Ogleby or Ogilby, born near Edinburgh in 
*600, had a strange experience. He began life as a dancing-master; 
when of mature age educated himself into the possession of much ill- 
assorted information : and with the confidence which such self-edu- 
cation not rarely gives, essayed the translation of Virgil and Homer. 
He survived till 1676, and spent a busy life as translator, writer of 
epics, printer, and map-compiler. His industry and honesty deserve 
some respect; but his name became, in literature, a byword for 
laborious incapacity. 

1 . 26. Oldham. John Oldham (1653-1683) is named in con- 
nexion with Pindar, from his many Pindaric Odes, in which (to use 
his own words) he found a language suited to his genius — 

‘Soft as my Muse, and unconfined as she 
When flowing in numbers of Pindaric liberty/ 
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!Y* Pape he seemed to have * strong rage, but it is too much 1 
Biiliftft^nUr,’ Course, irregular, extravagant an Oldham often is, 
had a strong vein nt geniur., fitly described in Drydeu’s beaut i 

elegy, beginning-* 

* Farewell ! too little tun l too lately known, 

Whom I began to think and vail my uwiu* 

Drvdi’ii calls him, with some upturns, ‘the Mmvellus of our tongue 
anti the literary treasure. house of the age lost much by the ear 
death of Oldham. That tie wort Dry den’s regard would be no pas 
port to Swift's favour : but it is curious that Swift’s own poetry eo 
tains not a few reminisce neen of Oldham, Of, Oldham's Satin' J i 
>; muling itgitinsf /Wry with Swifts Mfmfmuiv; 

1. a], sijht ihr Anmnm, This h Mrs, AlVa Bohn, whose now 
ami plays, mi well as her gallantry, illustrate touch in the coarst 
taste of the day. To a modern reader the strangest feature is tin 
she was thought by some of her contemporaries to err by an excw 
of wit— the quality whir It seems must emrspienous by its absent: 
from all she wrote, 

■ 1, 30, ( awin', Abraham Cowley (i6tB ■■ 1 6€r| 1 bad been so muel 
a model for Swift’s early poems, that the tempered description of hi 
engagement with Pindar, ending with the transformation of a portico 
of his body into a dove, is not surprising, The contemporary o 
Denham, he cultivated letters with a far greater devotion than he 
and has left tt far deeper impression on our literature. He has suf- 
fered, perhaps unduly, from being made the subjoin of some oi 
Johnson's must pointed criticism* in the Liw$ 0/ iftc Porte, and has 
been remembered as the typical specimen of that overwrought arti- 
ficiality in poetry to which Johnson has given the name of the? 
Metaphysical School Cowfcy, in fact, only followed a custom much 
more rife in the preceding age ; but his laboured conceits are more 
remarked because joined with more graceful language than his pre- 
decessors used. His Dimitries were a literary error 1 but it does not 
therefore follow that they did not help the later triumph* of the Ode', 
as a phase in English poetry. The shield given him by Venus is that 
* language of the heart * winch Pope ■ declares himself still to love, 
though * forgot his epic, nay Pindaric art/ 

2*21, l a6. mwmttt, or amaranth, a flower whose blossoms never 
wfflSSRd, and hence served- m preservatives against decay, Cf. 
PttradtM Lost) i», 35a 

* Their crowns Inwove with atnarani and gold, 

Immortal amanmti a flower which once 
In Paradise fast by the stream of life 
Began to ' bloom* 1 
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' • i ’ rr P- *•’*» ** 3 s (noto). It is not easy to 
41 * u IU1 * luI ll “ 4 - 1 ? r * t at ».-f f bitterness of Swift’s attack upon Bentley, 
nn l ’ lr (1h " l - H y tljaf hostility nursed itself* on its own heat. 

j !l< ( V 11,1,1 n ' ,t aU ' iri:r,i -'"'ift personally; lie belonged to the 
p‘<nfh al party to wlurh Swiff at this time ostensibly belonged ; and 
: ' {ran ^ f ’ Bentleys arraignment of Temple, which cer- 
tauih/ i liu} ‘-semi tin* limits then common in literary controversy, 
slauihi 1 1 a ve provoked .such wrath in Swift. The strong language 
u>asJ by others of the participants in the light did not prevent sub- 
sequent friendship. Bentley seems to have been afterwards on 
hiendly trims both with Boyle and his ally, Atterbury. On the 
win.lr tin* current opinion seems to have been that Bentley, the 
wripht of whose scholarship was not felt by' his own age, was 
worsted in the light. Garth probably expressed the general view, 
"'hen in the Dispensary he wrote, ‘And to a Bentley 9 tis we owe a 
Boyle, L~n compliment which Boyle repaid by laudatory verses. 

1, o. Etesian wind. The Etesian winds were annual (eros) trade- 
winds, blowing’ during the hot months. 

b 12. copperas . , . gall. The ingredients of ink. Cf. p. 20*2, 1. 15. 

1. if), a consult. Cf. p. 212, 1. 14 (note). 

1. 32. a puck op )vgucs, See. This is a travesty of the somewhat 
homely energy of Bentley’s polemical style — what his opponents 
called 1 his low and mean ways of speech/ 

223, 1. r. presumptuous dogs , and note 4 Vid. Homer , de Thersite / 
Swift refers of course to Iliad ii. 212, But though Homer’s personal 
description of Thersites tallies very closely with that which Swift 
gives of Bentley, Thersites makes no such boast as Swift puts into 
Bentley’s mouth. He * wrangles with the kings,’ and advises a 
return home: but he does not claim that Troy would have fallen 
under his generalship. The taunt in 1. 4 is, however, that of 
Thersites in Homer. 

1, 7. Scaliger. See p. 180, 1. 31 (note). Here the younger 
Scaliger is referred to, and, as he had been named with praise by 
Bentley, the rebuke here uttered is all the more sarcastic. 

1. 8. Miscreant. This word played a curious part in Swift’s 
subsequent quarrel with Steele. Steele had applied the word, in its 
ordinary sense, to a writer in the Examiner , whom he wrongly 
identified with Swift. Instead of frankly withdrawing it, he hinted 
that in the sense of ‘ unbeliever ’ (mescroyant) it would still apply 
to Swift. 

h 1 r. thy study of humanity more inhuman. Cf. p. 204, 1. 24 
(note). Humanity is here used in the sense of classical learning. 

1. 28. Aldrovandus. The Latinized form of the name of Alclro- 
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above half of it, in reviewing a goo I • jjf c we nt away 

the whole, and attending the press, If _ * y 0 ° that could give me 
... No one expression has ^ZollZ* of what I had done, or 
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even took it kindly h'om me. . . . , n y management has had 
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the ill luck to displease you and 1 ;u 0 n nobody 

had the vanity to think and hope that it would 
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vamlt of Bologna (15223-1607), a naturalist of enormous industry, who 
spent some sixty years over a monumental work cm natural history in 
all its branches, the greater part of which was not published till after 
his death. Button admits that it has merits, if it were one-tenth the 
size. '* I see him/ says Button, ‘ in his library reading ancients, 
moderns, philosophers, theologians, jurisconsults, historians, travel- 
lers, poets — only to catch a word or phrase remotely connected with 
his subject; copying their remarks, ranging them in alphabetical 
order, storing his notebooks, and then beginning his work, deter- 
mined that no scrap that he has gathered shall he lost/ Swift 
represents this gigantic work, which he may have seen cumbering 
the shelves of the Royal Library, as its author’s tomb. 

1. 39, mt the side of the dedinmg and therefore away from 
the first source of light. Cf, p, 20 1, h it, ‘the prospect , . . towards 
the east/ and still more p. LV.i, h 26 (note), 

2 || f L 19, Phahnis atid fttwp, The spurious epistles of Phalaris, 
and the fables ascribed to /Enop, had been selected for admiration by 
Temple, and were the subject of a large part of Bentley’s Dissertation* 
It is curious that Swift commits himself so fully on the genuineness 
of the Epistles, which was not maintained by Hoyle, As Boyle had 
edited Phalaris, so Anthony Alnop, of Christ Church, in 1698, edited 
the Fables of /Esop. 

1. 29. ^ wiki ms. This simile, applied to Bentley, may have 
been provoked by Boyle’s charge that Bentley had applied the same 
to him* As a fact, Bentley only likened the Sophist who wrote the 
spurious Epistles, to im ass in a lion’s akin, 

2 ‘ 25 , 1. 15, not to dram too deep - a different lesson from that given 
by Pope - * Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spr ing/ But Pope 
uses * deep ' In the sense of the * large draughts ‘ of 1, 20, The depth 
against which Swift warns is the profundity of pedantry. 

b 17. the one he could not distinguish* This is Boyle (see p. 220 , 
1 . 13)* Swift seems to hint that Boyle’s personal part in the contest 
was not a very prominent one, 

1. a8. Paths or Apoffa, are, This wrong concord is not infrequent 
in Swift C£ VoL II. p. $ 30 , !. 9, 

L 39, Oh mother} he, Criticism, See p, * 218 , L 15. 

1 . 33. The first part of this prayer, the gods granted, 'This would 
seem to shew, unlike the previous passage, that Swift thought 
Wotton had scored a point against Temple, albeit one so slight as to 
be unnoticed by Temple himself, 

2201..]* 6. the averted rather, * ally of the ancients/ 

Liia, the shape of — This doubtless refers to Atterbury , who 
was Boyle’s chief inspirer in his Examination of the Dissertation pub- 








